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Choir Laraine Ballard
Men’s Club Senior Haig Geovjian
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Communications/Website

Communications Pamela Mamourian
Web Designer Alex Topakbashian
Advisors Noel Krommenhoek

Armenian Heritage Center
Carol Keosayian, Coordinator

Facilities Management
Krikor Soghomonian & Avedis Boornazian,
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Front cover: Designed after traditional Armenian
Church architecture, our marble Altar is the magnificent
focal point of our Church. Approval from a few
professionals with exquisite vision, along with our
Trustees at the time, determined the design. It was
sculpted in and imported from Italy, and on April 22,
1970, the new marble Altar was consecrated by the
Diocesan Primate Archbishop Torkom Manookian.

Arch inscription: | am the way, the truth, and the life.
- John 14:6

Corrections: Mer Doon Summer-Fall Issue, 2018
The article Athletes for Armenia on page 21 should read
“the 20" century’s first genocide” not “the 21% century’s
first genocide”.

The section Gifts to the Church on page 29 should read
Vahan and Danielle Gureghian’s donations as: “In
Memory of Harry and Ann Gureghian.”
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nited. As | consider the new year stretching out before us, | have a prayer for how it could
U take shape for us here at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church. And that prayer
keeps circling back to one word: united. My prayer for our spiritual family in 2019 is for us
to grow stronger through our commitment to be united in our efforts for our beloved Church. To

reflect the faith and love we have for our spiritual home by being united with one another.

Let it be our collective New Year’s resolution as a family to make a commitment for the enrichment
of our blessed St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church. And the silver lining of working
united for the betterment of our Church, is the communion that we build in our relationships with one
other. Hand-in-hand, side-by-side, we can celebrate our successes, walk through our challenges, and
build together. For a church is not just the visible four walls that surround us, it is the invisible faith,

hope and love we share with each other in God’s name.

For my part in 2019, I recommit my unconditional devotion to work on behalf of my beloved St.
Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church. And my prayer for the New Year is that our family
stands and works united, so together we can accomplish much for the benefit and growth of our

spiritual home, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, and our Church Family.
I pray you and your families have a happy, healthy New Year filled with God’s blessings.

You are in my daily prayers always,
& 1. Oshagan
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Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Holiday, with compliments from so many who attended.

Snowmen, snowflakes and penguins were highlights of our
“Winter Wonderland” theme. Our special guest, Frosty the
Snowman was very popular with both the children and adults. The
new seating arrangement gave people the opportunity to more
readily navigate the space and the narrower tables allowed for easier
conversation while enjoying the delicious dinner.  Families
delighted in seeing their children with Mrs. Claus making balloon
figures, and the children waited patiently for the artist to paint their
happy faces. Kudos to Steven Keytanjian, Festival Chairman, for a successful event and a job well
done! Please read the Food Festival Event article for more details on our successful event.

O ur Food Festival was a wonderful way to start our Christmas

Armenian Christmas Eve on Saturday, January 5" brought our Parishioners together for the “Good
News” of the birth of Jesus. And on Sunday, January 6", we celebrated the Nativity and Theophany
of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the Blessing of the Water Service where Dr. Alexander Mamourian
was honored as Godfather of the Cross.

Our nominating committee has begun their task of searching for people willing to serve in various
capacities, such as Auditing, Nominating, and Parish Council of our Church leadership. If you
receive a request to serve, please consider very seriously your role at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Armenian Apostolic Church. It takes many hands and minds to keep our beautiful Church in
operation and a call for service is one to be taken with deep consideration. It is when we join together
we make the biggest impact, we grow, we thrive. Our Parish Assembly is scheduled to be held on
March 3, 2019.

We look forward to our Lenten Series this year which will focus on different aspects of our health. |
am sure this will be a very interesting and informative series.

As always, our Church is supported by those who volunteer their time, talent and treasures. We thank
all of you who serve in any capacity, big or small, to uplift our blessed St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Armenian Apostolic Church as our beautiful, spiritual home.

Respectfully,
& Jovia Keytanjian, PC Chair

I Qfour W
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Women's C@mf% :U;zdwta ""

Merry Christmas and Happy, Healthy New Year to all ladies of St.
Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church! We have a fun
and productive year planned for our Women’s Guild and we hope
you will be a part of it. Looking back on the last few months of
2018, we must thank many who gave of their time and talents. In
October, we brought back our Lobster Night. Thanks to Rosine Gouveia for coordinating the food
and to Rita Khachadourian for making Hayatian Hall look so festive. To Elizabeth Barsamian, Chair
of the Election Day Bake Sale, and the many women who brought baked goods and volunteered to
staff the table that day, thank you so very much for making this one of our most successful bake sales.
Because of your efforts, we will again sponsor two orphaned children in Armenia through CASP
(Children of Armenia Fund). The impact this donation makes on the life of these children is
invaluable and, on their behalf, we give a heartfelt thanks to each of you who helped. Lastly, a big
thank you goes to Julyet Degirmenci and all those who came out on Mondays to prepare the delicious
food for the Food Festival, as well as to those who served in various capacities that weekend. Thank
you to Margrit Stepanian and Rosine Gouveia for supervising the sweet table and to all who brought
the yuammy desserts ... we are grateful for each and every one of you.

Wormerns Guiltd

& Robin Williams
Dear Parishioners,

The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian
Apostolic Church Choir wishes you all a
Merry Christmas and a happy & healthy
2019! This is the time we make our New
Year’s resolutions to do something good
for ourselves and for others, and to try
something  new. How  about
accomplishing all three and at the same
time serve God, make new friends and
have fun? The Choir warmly welcomes new members and invites you to learn the beautiful Armenian
hymns that are sung during the Divine Liturgy. It is an uplifting and joyous experience to sing during
Badarak! All ages are welcome and no experience is necessary.

Please contact the church office (610) 642-4212, Laraine Ballard ballardfrench@msn.com or (484)
431-2465, or speak with Hayr Sourp, a Deacon, or choir member following Badarak if you wish to
join or have any questions.

& Laraine Ballard
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Our Sunday Schoo_l program strives t_o balance "-if‘ﬁ"—': UNDBAY 2 (i | Qk
classroom learning with Church attendance in an effort —— XEXEXA A RAX -
to provide a well-rounded education to our T

children. The Sunday School regularly attends Badarak and Hayr Sourp addresses the children.

Our Sunday School program would not be possible without the dedication of our incredible teachers
- Sossi Avrigian, Elda Chamberlain, Nancy DerSimonian, Valerie Hagopian, Diane Hoplamazian,
Lucille Mikaelian, Ed Sarkissian and Peter Yilanjian. Even with their busy lives, these volunteer
teachers choose to commit considerable time and effort to educate and encourage the future of our
Church. Their devotion is greatly appreciated.

The Sunday School continues to actively participate in the life of our Church with many children
serving as readers and candle holders. Talene Metjian is doing a tremendous job of enlisting and
organizing families to participate. All children are welcome. The Sunday School looks forward to
partnering with the deacons in 2019 to begin a formal training program.

Shake' Derderian shared her
incredible knowledge of the
Badarak and church traditions
with our children during
Badarak tracking in the
balcony on December 2nd. In
addition to learning about the
Badarak as it was taking place,
the children also had the
opportunity to hold and swing
a poorvar. The children were
not the only ones who enjoyed
and learned that day. Many
parents commented on how
much they enjoyed and
learned as well.

The Sunday School was happy
to present to our Church Family its annual Sunday School Christmas Pageant on December
23rd. Tradition was honored as several children played the exact same role and wore the exact same
costume as one of their parents had many years ago. And several first year students brought smiles
and expressions of joy to parents who had also been a part of the pageant in their youth. The tradition
continues. Many thanks to Ida Ramoundos and Maral Seroon for steaming the costumes; to Lily
Barsamian, Taylor Hardin and Grace Yacobe for being so helpful with the younger children; to Socie
Amirian, Ave Boornazian, Valerie Hagopian, Talene Metjian, Lucille Mikaelian, Jodi Petrosian and
Ida Ramoundos for assisting with whatever needed to be done; to Samer Kasto for being the official
photographer; and to all our wonderful parents for their patience and cooperation. A very special
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thank you to Yeretzgin Angel who guided the children and directed the choir and congregation
throughout the entire pageant.

The Sunday School of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church welcomes all families
and all children. Please join us. It is a beautiful opportunity for children to develop a love of our
Church and develop lifelong friendships.

= Pam Brinker and Martha Boornazian
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Chusch HAschives

The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church Archives Committee is in its third year of organizing the
important documents of our Parish's history. We have had wonderful input from our parishioners
who have given us many unique items. The Committee requests donations of photographs or
mementos such as old Mer Doons, flyers and programs from events, etc.

Please bag donated items or put them in an envelope, not loose, and take them to the church office,
marked "Archives Committee” and your name and phone number as a contact. If they are
photographs, let us know what event and the date or the approximate years, i.e., circa early 1970’s,
etc. If you can identify people in the photo, please list them on a separate piece of paper, specifying,
for instance, "Front Row, third girl from the left: ...., Second Row, etc.” Attach the identification
sheet to the photo. For the photo on this page, you can email your answers to the Archives Committee
at: Isbdh@yahoo.com or drop them at the office.

The Archives Committee appreciates the support we have received from Hayr Sourp and Parish
Council, with a special thank you to parishioners Steven Barsamian, Raffi Berberian, and Carol
Keosayian who have headed our Oral History Project. We're excited to see what donations will come
to us in 2019.

ACYOA Regional Meeting, April 1987 -
The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church
Archives Committee is interested in
identifying the people in the photo. If |
you know anyone in this picture with
Der Paree, please let us know who he or
she is.

DID YOU KNOW - The large lawn sign in front of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church was donated to the Church by the ACYOA following the successful hosting of the National
Sports Weekend on September 15,1974,

= The Archives Committee
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The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church Men's Club met at the Church for the past
two meetings. In the month of November, some regular members of Men's Club joined in with many
other members of the Parish at Memorial Hall kitchen to prepare the meat that would be grilled later
at the Christmas Food Festival. It was a reminder of the enormous effort required to host these large
Church events. The December meeting was our first in Hayatian Hall and it was well attended. We
mixed some singing, backgammon and storytelling at the meeting that evening and we plan to hold
our January event there as well. We are just getting ourselves organized, and we are considering
different possibilities of how we can impact our community with charitable work. If you are interested
in joining us —and all are welcome —please email alexmamourian@me.com or gregsogh@gmail.com

96 % . 4 % ”

For many years the Women’s Guild has provided a service to our
Parishioners during their time of grief due to the loss of a loved one. At a
time when the family finds themselves most in need of support, ithas long  Fyneral Meals
been an Armenian tradition to make available a memorial luncheon, or

Hokejash, after funeral services. Many people are not aware that this practice still exists and the

Hokejash Committee is available to assist any family who suffers such a loss. We wish to help ease
the painful loss of a loved one by providing a convenient way of hosting a memorial luncheon.

The convenience of having Hokejash at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church is
particularly favorable for older Parishioners who may not be able to attend the burial service. They
can remain at Church in a warm, comfortable environment. And of course, the benefit of Hokejash is
twofold: the family is supported and taken care of by their caring Church Family in their time of need,
and in turn the family is supporting their beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Please contact the Church office if you are need of our help or would like more information.
& Elizabeth Barsamian
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FOCUS ON THE ACYOA AND OUR YOUTH

The ACYOA has been w4 E 28k
very active this fall and i’ L LT
winter. We o g
participated in the October Sports
Weekend in Watervliet, New York and
placed 2nd overall. Go team! Sports
Weekend was a time of great
fellowship and fun for the ACYOA.
Imagine a room of over 200 youth
from throughout the Eastern Diocese
all uniting in their faith and heritage.
The camaraderie and love was truly
incredible. There were a variety of
sports competitions such as volleyball, basketball and wiffleball during the day and they were
followed by social events and dances at night. It was really an amazing experience. Additionally,
back on our home turf, our ACY OA social events have been great fun. We went to DefCon, which is
like paint balling, and trampolining at "Get Air." We have also participated in community service
events such as hosting our own can drive where we collected nonperishable foods for The Patrician
Society. Right around the corner this month, the ACYOA is scheduled to volunteer at Cradles to
Crayons, a warehouse where shoes, clothing, toys and other goods are refined and organized for
children in need. We are also eager to begin basketball and volleyball practices for Watertown's Hye
M'rtsoom (Sports Weekend) in May! We extend open arms for our youth to join with us in our fun,
our fellowship and our service.

# Lena Bardakjian

On October 21%, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Mse
Apostolic Church celebrated the dedication of a
beautiful processional banner donated by Alice
Dertadian, and her daughters Michele Baltaian and
Noreen Dufresne, in loving memory of their devoted
husband and father, Harry Dertadian. Handmade in
Armenia, the banner was blessed by The Very
Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian and will be used
on the altar for the Divine Liturgy as well as for
special occasion processionals. This banner is the
fourth added to St. Sahag & St. Mesrob’s ensemble
of banners, with the aim of assembling a collection of
five representing the five major feast days.
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Founder’s Day

Parish Council Honors Three Distinguished Stewards

The Parish Council was once again delighted to honor three
distinguished members of our Parish as Stewards of the Year at
the Annual Founders’ Day Celebration on October 21%, 2018.
Alma Alabilikian, Grace Odabashian and Richard Melikian
were recognized for their tireless service to our Church and the
Parish community.

' As a Parish we have been blessed for many years to have
experienced the love that Alma, Grace and Richard have
given to our Church. Many would agree that St. Sahag &
St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church in Wynnewood
would not be what it is today were it not for each of their
unique COIltI‘lbuthIlS From Alma’s care for design and her

passion for the preservatlon of our
history; to the grace in which we have all
felt from Grace’s loving, open heart; to
the can-do spirit in which Richard has |
responded to every call to preserve our
Church structure. Each steward has been
guided by who they are as Armenian
Christians and the gifts they have to
contribute.

The outpouring of love from the friends
and family in attendance, which went
well beyond the planned program,
demonstrated once again that the impact
each of them continues to make in our lives is strong and enduring. They continue to show us the
value of building upon the legacy our parents. They have done so by not only in serving when called,
but also in shouldering the responsibility of ensuring that our Armenian Church in Philadelphia is
here for years to come.

We congratulate them and are forever grateful for their exemplary stewardship.
& Alex Topakbashian

Page 10



St. Sabag & St. Mesrob Armenian Aposto[ic Cbmcb ¢ Fall/ Winter 2019
U. UURUY G U. UBUPNM 3USUUSULEUSS UNULELULUL bUb1ESh

Annual Food Festival

Our Christmas Food Festival was a huge success this year. The great turnout of family, friends and
new faces showed once again how our community comes together to celebrate the spirit of the holiday
season. There was fantastic entertainment for our children, including visits from Frosty the
Snowman, Mrs. Claus and Santa himself on Saturday night, along with face painting and custom
balloon art.

Extraordinary thanks to all those who participated in the preparation and cooking of our gourmet
food. Special appreciation goes to Julyet Degirmenci for leading her busy team in preparing the many
delicacies in the weeks preceding the Festival and her hard work during the Festival with her signature
cheerful drive; Chuck Ajamian for his help procuring ingredients; Pauline Babikian and Rosine
Gouveia for inventory & supplies, Joanne Minassian for her assistance with the planning committee,
John Baboujian and Bruce Baltaian for heading up the meat cutting and cooking crew; Lynn
Baboujian, who managed our Advanced Orders with Lisa Baboujian and Mari Degirmenci; Carol
Keosayian, for organizing our servers and serving as captain of the buffet lines; the many volunteers
who comprised our kitchen staff for their tireless dedication each night; our expert pilaf specialist
Maritza Berberian, Sarkis and Raffi Berberian, Rob Cannuscio, Frank Cecco for supporting our buffet
lines as runners whenever food was needed. Special appreciation goes to our cashiers and to
Treasurers Ed Sarkisian and Audrey Klijian for their commitment. Our decorating team Martha
Boornazian, Jovia Keytanjian and Pam Mamourian transformed the venue into a winter wonderland.
The ladies of our Parish once again outdid themselves with a beautiful array of sweet treats and
regional desserts for everyone to enjoy served warmly by Margrit and Zarik Stepanian. The
beverages were poured with a smile by Krikor Soghomonian and Avedis Boornazian. Raffles led by
Alene Schreiner and Arpie DiLibero, who coordinated a diverse gift basket table.

All 2018 parking spot families renewed for 2019 prior to the event. The silent auction item Naming
the Driveway was awarded to Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Mamourian. Many thanks to our silent auction
and gift basket donors for their in-kind donations and continued support of our Parish:

A La Maison, Blake Florists, Michael Aram, Wegmans, Toufayan Bakery, Altoonian Photography,
Apricot Stone, Teca Restaurant, Autograph Restaurant, Sun-Ni Cheese, Olympic Jewelers, Opy
Eskandarian, The Euro Market, Masterpieces Custom Framing, Aras Rug, Graphic Impressions,
Vraim Funeral Home, Cycle Sport, Ara Arzoumanian, The Brinker Family, The Baboujian Family,
Haig and Sheena Dadourian, Julyet and Samuel Degirmenci, Zovig Devletian, The Keytanjian
Families, Sonia and Jeffrey Placido and Family

We also could not have achieved our goal without the support of our Pastor and Parish Council, Food
Festival Benefactors Dr. & Mrs. Shahab Minassian, Dr. & Mrs. Levon Nazarian, Patrons Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Cannuscio, V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian, as well as all of the Dinner Sponsors, Donors,
Gift Basket, and Placemat contributors. With the dedication and talents of so many people we were
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able to realize a net profit exceeding $30,000. Thank you to our Parishioners and friends who
supported our dinner donations. And finally, our heartfelt appreciation goes to all of the volunteers
who worked tirelessly and diligently to make this Festival possible.

& Steven Keytanjian
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On Christmas Eve morning after a doctor’s appointment, I was at Wawa
with my children grabbing a quick snack. As we were leaving, a gentleman
held the door open for my children to let the four of them out. My kids
always say “thank you,” but I noticed Christina said something else to the
kind man. He looked straight at me as I walked by and said “You're raising
them right!”” As we walked away, | asked Christina what she had said to the
man. Christina proclaimed, "I said Merry Christmas! Hayr Sourp told us to
tell everyone Merry Christmas!" In the car Christina went on to tell me,
"Hayr Sourp said the shepherds weren't afraid of the angels, so we shouldn't
be afraid to say Merry Christmas.” 1 couldn’t help but smile over how
Christina had recalled Hayr Sourp’s sermon during the Sunday School
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Christmas Pageant when he urged all Parishioners to proclaim the good Word and wish all a Merry
Christmas.

| share this story to remind you that our children ARE listening when the adults speak... they are
paying attention and soaking up every word. God bless all our children!

& Sonia Placido

Nativity and Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ

Our traditional Armenian Christmas remains on
January 6", the date all Christian churches celebrated
Christ’s birth until the 4" century. St. Sahag & St.
Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church began their
celebration with a beautiful candlelight Christmas
Eve Service on January 5" that was accentuated by
several Sunday School children reading passages
from the Bible. The children added a delightful spirit
to an already spectacular candlelight-only Service.
Under the direction of Yeretzgin Angel Metjian, the
choir led the Parish in singing the traditional and
beautiful holy hymns. At the conclusion of the
Service, candles were distributed to the Parishioners
and lit by a flame that came down from the altar. A
candlelight procession followed Hayr Sourp to
Hayatian Hall where he performed a stirring “Home
Blessing” of the Church.
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As is the Armenian tradition, Christmas Day
serves as the celebration of the birth of Christ
and His baptism in the Jordan River by John
the Baptist. Dr. Alexander Mamourian was
honored after the Divine Liturgy as Godfather
of the “Churorhnek” — the Blessing of the
Water Service. Hayr Sourp chanted prayers
while pouring Holy Muron into the water from
a dove shaped pitcher that symbolizes the Holy
Spirit. After this powerful water blessing, the
Holy Water was distributed to the faithful in
attendance. Parishioners then made their way
to Memorial Hall for a festive luncheon
prepared by Julyet Degirmenci and her team of
kitchen helpers.
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We are blessed with many Parishioners who give in various ways to our
Church, as we like to say, in time, talent or treasure. Sallee Satenik Rush,
a longtime member of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church, recently donated the funds to purchase a new chalice to be used
during our Divine Liturgy. The gold chalice, handmade by a craftsman in
Armenia, has been in fabrication for a few months. It was recently
completed and travelled from Armenia to Wynnewood under the careful
~ watch of Lena Ohannesian-Streeter,

who hand delivered the piece. The
chalice is inscribed, “In loving
memory of Candace Lise Rush,
donated by Kenneth and Satenik
| (Sallee) Rush, Wynnewood, PA. 2018
' ‘ There will be a dedication service after

Badarak in the approaching weeks.

st it A4

Mrs. Rush also donated an antique Persian rug that has been in
her family for almost a century. It currently sits in front of the
side altar on the right-hand side of the sanctuary. We are sincerely
grateful for her gifts, which further advance the beautification of
our beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church.

St. Sahag & St. WMesnals Wish List

We are reaching out to our Parish Family to let you know we have a new project that needs our
attention.

We are in need of a new Altar Curtain, including the support rod and operating mechanism. The
Altar Curtain can be fabricated and embroidered in Armenia by expert craftspeople. It will be
custom-made and make a beautiful addition to our Altar.

It is our goal to keep our beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church in good
condition, and as such, we are in search of angel patrons to sponsor our Church’s needs.

Contributions of any size are welcome. Please speak with Hayr Sourp for more details if you feel
called as a benefactor to support our need.

As always, thank you for your consideration and continued backing. We are exceedingly blessed to
have such a supportive Church Family.

Please notily the Pastor whenever you bnow of anyone who o sick,
Whether at home or in the hodpital
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Laptivm. & Gsdomaltior

Daughter of Roy and Katharine Sarrafian
Baptized October 20, 2018

%Mzw C?/%emcm/ 277/.
Son of Roupen and Rita Yeremian
Baptized November 18, 2018

Daughter of Chris and Jacquelina Tynan
Baptized December 22, 2018

Weddings
Soros Asadourian and Smy Lee Heck

Tom Chen and Dawn Dipaolo-Little
November 10, 2018

Sunevalds

Noubar Karagulian
Maro Yilancioglu
Steven Tekirian
Souren Baboujian
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Gifts to the Ghuovch

General and Memorial Donations

R/
A X4

Mr. & Mrs. Vahan and Danielle Gureghian in Memory of Harry and Ann Gureghian
Dr. & Mrs. Levon and Claudia Nazarian

Mrs. Sallee Satenik Rush

From the Estate of Philip A. Vishabazoon

Sona Hoplamazian for her gift of holiday poinsettias adorning the Church during our
Christmas and New Year season.

X/
°e

R/
L X4

X/
o0

X3

8

<> Anonymous
Christmas Youghakin Donations

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Alyanakian Mrs. Berjouhi Kitabjian
Mrs. Alice Aznavourian Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Mamourian
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard Yn. Angel Metjian
Mrs. Elizabeth Barsamian Mr. & Mrs. Minas Mihranyan
Mrs. Sona Bejian Dr. & Mrs. Shahab Minassian
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T Burg Ms. Lorie R. Odabashian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cannuscio Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chamoun Mr. & Mrs. Zohrab Odabashian
Mrs. Alice Dertadian Mr. Albert Seraydarian
Mrs. Simone Djevharian Mr. & Mrs. Arslan Seraydarian
Mrs. Mary Dulgerian Mrs. Anna Simonian
Mrs. Shirley Hajinian Mrs. Nauver Zerounian
Mr. Harry Havnoonian
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Jerrehian Jr. & Family Total: $2,060.00

Mr. & Mrs. Michael B Kazanjian

ARTICLES FOR MER DOON FROM YOU

The Mer Doon is accepting articles written by our parishioners. Have you celebrated a milestone —
a wedding, anniversary, christening or birthday in your family? Have you been somewhere
fascinating or participated in a special project? The Mer Doon wants to hear about it. Church
organizations are strongly encouraged to contribute articles. Submit your articles and photos to
hayrsourp@sahagmesrobchurch.org. Photos should include the following information: event name,
date, and the identity of each individual in the photo.
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In Meomoriam In Liew Of Howers

Sincere sympathy is extended by the Pastor and Parish Council to the families of those parishioners who have
departed from this life. May God receive the souls of all the departed into His everlasting kingdom and send the

heavenly consolation of His Holy Spirit to those who mourn.

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Noubar Karagulian

Ms. Alma Alabilikian

M/M Loutfig Arabatlian

M/M Armen Arutunian
Clement Ashekian & Caryn Lapointe
M/M Stephen Ashekian

M/M Melcom Avrigian

M/M Megirdich Azadian
Mrs. Alice Aznavourian
Babikian Family

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian
Mrs. Millie Barsamian

Mr. Steven Barsamian

Mrs. Lucy Boornazian & Family
M/M Edward Boyajian

M/M Joseph Brinker

M/M Robert Cannuscio & Family
M/M Craig Carroll

Mrs. Ayshe Chakmaklian
M/M Jeffrey Davis

Mrs. Jeanette Der Hagopian
M/M Nishen Der Simonian
Ms. Simone Djevharian

Mrs. Alice Dertadian

M/M Antranig Derderian
Mrs. Zovig Devletian

Mrs. Mary Dulgerian

M/M Ara Eloian

M/M John Eskandarian

Dr. & Mrs. Andre Garabedian
Ardis Eloian Goodson

M/M Mark Gulasarian

M/M Robert Hagopian

Mrs. Rose G. Hagopian

Mrs. Shirley Hajinjian

M/M Karnig Harootunian
Havnoonian Family

M/M Edward Hoplamazian
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M/M Jack Hoplamazian
M/M Vaughn Hoplamazian
Mrs. Rose Jehanian

Mrs. Siran Karagulian

Mrs. Florence Kazanjian
M/M Haroutune Kazandjian
Mr. Michael Kazanjian
M/M Charles Keytanjian
M/M Diran Keytanjian
M/M Joseph F. LoCasale
M/M Patrick McNelis

M/M G. Manoogian

M/M Hrair Megerian

M/M Noubar Megerian
M/M Narrek Megherian
Ms. Zarmi Megherian

Yn. Yefkin Megherian
M/M Gerald Mikaelian

Ms. Lorie Odabashian

Ms. Mary Odabashian

M/M Mesrob Odabashian
Ms. Arsine Oshagan

M/M John Parseghian

M/M Tico Petrosian

M/M Kevork Proodian

Mr. Rafal Petrosian

M/M Ray Prusienski

Yn. Angel Metjian

St. Sahag & Mesrob Church Choir
M/M Robert Riser

Tina Kashishian & John Sickler
Ms. Jacquelyn H. Suniaga
M/M Daniel Takoushian
M/M Aris Topakbashian
Mrs. Veronica Torcomian
M/M Karnig Torossian

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams, Jr.
M/M Chris Zakian

Mrs. Laura Zakian

Mr. Noel Zeibari
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Mrs. Nauver & Ms. Arpie Zerounian

Total: $3,935.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations

In Memory of Maro Yilancioglu

M/M Robert Antenucci
M/M Migirdich Azadian
Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian
Mr. Adam Coulter

M/M James Coulter
M/Mr. Jacques Derderian
M/M Nishen Der Simonian
Mrs. Alice Dertadian
M/M Berc Gokberk

M/M Gabriel Kaprelian
M/M Charles Keytanjian
Patricia A. Lutrzykowski
M/M Cedric Luhmann
M/M Gerald Mikaelian
M/M Steve Mitilian
M/M Mesrob Odabashian
Masis Pazarjian

Mr/M Ashod Spendjian
M. K. Tashjian

M/M Ohanes Thomasian
M/M Hrant Torunyan
M/M Krikor Toufayan
M/M John Yilanjian

Total: $2,100.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Steven Tekirian

Amanda Abrams

Alma Alabilikian & Peter Paone
Lesley Brown

M/M Leon DerOhannessian

Mr. & Mrs. Viken Evereklian
M/M Dave Glarner

Ara Kahwadjian

M/M Albert Keshgegian

Dr. & Mrs. Jacques Khoury

M/M James Landgraf

M/M Mark Mansfield

Gohar Merdjanian

Anahis Odabashian

Mary Ann Phillips

M/M Michael Santerian

M/M Raffi Setrakian

M/M Richard Shelengian

Paul V. Sookiasian

Elizabeth L. Sookiasian

Mrs. Maral Tekirian & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Taylor
Rev. Ron Tovmassian & Sam Meg
M/M David Yoel & Family
M/M Andre Zeibari

Total: $2,725.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations

In Memory of Souren Baboujian

Mrs. Alice Dertadian

Gay Hagopian

M/M Mesrob Odabashian

M/M/ Aris Topakbashian & Andre
Mrs. Veronica Torcomian

Total: $195.00

Additional In Lieu of Flowers Donations

In Memory of George Devletian
Nancy Jingozian

Georgette Kazanjian

M/M Hrair Megerian

M/M Gerald Mikaelian

St. Sahag Church Choir

M/M George Semerjian

In Memory of Sarah Kapikian
Linda Preske

In Memory of Krikor Mardikian:
Joyce Shenian

Total: $380.00
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Unnpph qnpnipyniup

<wjunwgyuybitiphg tir ny Wklp sh juujuoniy, np winnpepp pnidhs wgntigniggnil nibh, uvwjuyt
wydd wnwewnwin ghnbjubiitinp wphawphh ujugnyy e jihthjubtphg wyugnignid G, np
hujuunplt wn Qunjwd hujuytiu dwupnnid Jupnn £ wgth Gpewbdhy ni Gplupuljug
nunabby:

«<timwgnunipynihitipp gnyg Gt mwihu, np wnnppp Jupnn £ ogutip dwppubtg wytijh
wnnne thuty, hul Gpt Gpubp hhjwinubnd th, wynppp tywumnid PninmuthnypE
wwwphttdwbp»,- tynid £ Ynijh hwdwpuwpuwbth ghmbwut <wpnin Ltbhgp: «1500
pd2jujul himwgnunipnih gniyg mytig, np wytt dwpnhly, nyptip hwjuwwmwgyu) b
hwtwh G wnnpnul, unynpupwp wytijh phdwgynit phqhjujuit tr hngipwbhwlwb
wnnnonipjnLh nihkb» Augh wyn” ghnbwuith junupny, htmwgnunipyniLbbtipp wtie gnyyg
tb wyty, np wyd dwpnhy, nyptip hwéwh tb Ghtintgh wygbnd, wpthunbtphg tpunp tb
wypnid Uh wdpnne 7 wmwph: bul] ytpebipu hpujutimgyud httmwgnunipiniap, npp nyu k£
wbtiuti Southern Medical Journal wduwgpnid, gniyyg L wmwhu, np wnnepp Gyuwnmtihnpba
pwpbtijuynid £ junnuijut nt mtiunnuijuit juinhpitip niittignn dwipnjuilg winnnenienibp:

Pdhpy Lahtigh funupny hujumwgyuy dwipnhl wytjh htipm Gh nhdwluynid upptiuugh
Jhawjiitiphty, wytih oyyunhithun G, wbh hwqunby G nhiypiuhw G mugbwuuyinuggnia
wypnid i nphind  hbplwuyuibinipjubt: Augh wyny” Gpubp wmwppbpynid G juynih
hinLbhntinny, wbjh guonp qupytipuluyhtt 6tpdudp te wth wdnip uhpm-wbnpwyht
hudwjupgny:

American Journal of Public Health-h hpwljutugpwd htimwugnunnieyniiip, npp 2000 wmwnkg
dwnnuibg k dtpwnt, gnyg L muthu, np wpthumitiph zppwitinid dwhwgni pjui gniguitthyp
pwnénp Ep 36 mnnuny” hwjunwgju dwpnpjuilg hwditidumnm: Can npnd” tijintigh hwtwjpunn
hujuwwnwgyu dwupnhy wiytijh Gpljup G wypnod: Mupgynid £ winnephg htimn dwipnni nintinp
guiynid £ pnnpnypht pupd, tphjuwywjub wnnygnipjubap piinpny Jhéwynid. wyu dwuht
pwpdpwawydily b Unuiuyh ghnbwyubiitipp:

<twmwgnunipjud htinht] wpndtiunp Jungtiph  Uighth  hwJuwundundp®  «@nneph
pipwugpnui btympnbbtph dheti gnynipynih niittignn wwpnnghY juwh phphwmynd L,
dwpnp jhgpwpuwihynd £, pupupnd dmwdl] hhjwinnipjutt dwuht G, np
wiiiwjuptiinpd £ wquwuynud £ hhjuwbtnnipjut hwinty nitatigud ujuhg». hmnnpmnid
L Life4GogPress-n:

«bul] wjh, np wnnpphg htmn wpwowmgwd wpnyqnipnihh wibhpudtipm E
jnipupwbgnip wihwwmhp, npu thwum E», - Wb £ ypndtunpp” hwdtnyg” «bqnip sk
Wumjuwdwpniih  wumd’ «viwbytp dwimlbtipht @ Yjdwpwbqtip Gplyuph
wppwynipynLip»:

Unpynip’ «Umnilywg Gulbygolin wiluwpebppor #29 (63)
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lvOUL hU NG
UbLJU GUMNNFShUGUL

(1919 — 2006)

Uju qupluwl htn, wju dwnyniGph,

Uju pngGwlh, wju wnmwyh,
<twnG wju tpgh nt quppolph
Puignitig (kgn G hy dwGyhYyh:
1 pnpnytig pwn th wlghG
{uwyytiw (kqnihg dbp uppuqud,
Uubiu dwunilp hwnnpnmptiwG
Thyuwt dwlwbpu pppniGphd... —
Luh7, nprhu, yuwwnqud npytu
Uhpnn pn dop fuoupp upnwlg,
UjuonmuGhg juGdGmy G phq
{wyng 1tqn 16 hwqupuquGa:
Uupty £ Gw, hwlg wunnunju,
GnyhGpGtnp dwdiwGuyh,
Cwnuw;ti L fjunnjuynyq

Ujwgph htim hwjjtw G Gtwnh,

G1 Utiupnwh unipp hwGdwnny
Qwpdt L ghp nt dwqunup,
Qwndbg kL n”ju, nupdb npo,
Muwht tppp dtip wGwnupu...
‘Lpwlny L dpdlowgty

{w) wuwlnnifunp Ykpp hp upuh,
‘Lnwliny L npnunwugly

Unmh tipql hd dnnnypnh,
‘Lpwny t dwjpu 9whky

b(Gé oponng nnty vh on,

<hiw tyty, pbq & hwub

‘Lpw Juplwsp nupuin...

Pw’g pnipplippn,

fuouh™p, wligh'G,

d'hp nuypwyihn, hd uhpwumd,
[onn dwllwlw’ pn pmipplinhG
Utipn wkht n hwyng (tiqm...
Muwhhn Gpul punpdp n Ydhw,
Upwpwuh unipp dpiGh wtu,
Muwhhp GpwG upnhn Yownpy,
Ln ywwbtph wahilGh wtu,

M nunfuh quplhgn ut

O yuwpumwwbhp Ynpopny Gpwd,
hGswtu o ppn Yp yuwpyumwwGbu,
Ot unip pwtl Yoppn Yypwd.

M mt'u, npnhu, n1n Ef (hGbu,

Uju inuuGh iy n"1p k] qGu,
Ot Yonn wlquwu dinphg hwitu,
£n dw n bl sinnwlw’u:

Message to My Son

Silva Gaboudikian
(1919 — 2006)

With this spring season and blossoming of flowers,
And the flight of the birds and the flow of the brook,
With these songs and awakening,

My child’s speech awoke.

He uttered a precious word

From our sacred Armenian language

As if it was a part of the Holy Sacrament
That touched the lips of my baby....
Listen, my son, to my message to you,
From the heart of your loving mother.
From this day | entrust to you

The most precious Armenian language

It cut through the starlight

From the skies of centuries,

And cracked with turbulence

With the flight of an Armenian arrow.
And with the intelligence of Saint Mesrob,
It became a letter and a scroll

It became a hope, it became a flag

It kept our journey intact...

With it, they mumbled

The Armenian migrants, with the wounds in their heart,

With it rumbled

The battle song of my people

With it my aged mother put me in cradle one day
And deliver it to you with her centuries old murmur
Open your lips and speak my precious one,
Quick, chirp my dear one

Let it be young again on your lips

Our gray-haired Armenian language. ..

Keep it high and pure

Like the holy snow of Ararat

Keep it close to your heart

Like the ashes of your forefathers

And against the enemy’s black stroke

Protect it with your chest

Like you would protect your mother

When they threaten her life with a sword

And look, my son, no matter where you are
Wherever you may go and live under the moon
Even if you forget your mother

Don’t ever forget your maternal language.

Armenian poet Silva Gaboudikian (1919 - 2006) was arguably one of the most notable and well-regarded Armenian
literary figures of the 20th century. Her poetry earned her the commonly referred to title among Armenians as the
"Poetess of All Armenians." This year marks the 100th anniversary of her birth.
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VRAIM

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Traditional = Pre-Need ¢ Memorial
Graveside ¢ Cremation Services

(610) 449-7770

Anthony J. Vraim 66 South State Road
Albert M. LaBricciosa P.O. Box 93

Michael Vraim Upper Darby, PA 19082
Levia Maimn info@vraimfh.com

Kazanjian Piano Service
Piano Tuning and Repair

l'l REGISTERED Judy Kazanjian, RPT
PIANO 610-430-2224

IRRI TECHNICIAN West Chester, PA

PIANO TECHNICIANS GUILD kazanjianj@gnlail.conl

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PATRONS
For More information please call
610-642-4212

or
Mer Doon : merdoon@sahagmesrobchurch.org
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ARUN GTON
QEMETERY

TOPE}ETZER

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Joan M. Hagan, Supervisor

Uncwlewupuum m jplawdy L Ulnudwipny Fnynphl <sulmly
“With Dignity and Reverence for All”

Joining Together to Provide All Cemetery and Funeral
Services at One Convenient Location.

Family Estates Traditional Funerals
Mausoleums Cremation Services
Monuments Pre-Need Funeral Trusts

(610) 259-5800 (610) 259-1111

All Inquires Welcome

2900 State Road, Drexel Hill, PA 19026
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BONPING > LEARNING > PLAYING

SUMMER CAMP!
Vl a‘ ), A b —’—. \ \ '_/)',‘ | = f .

BN Where Faith, Fun, and FellowshiP Meet! =

staff training: June 26—-29  session B: JUly 14-27
session A: June 30-July 13 session c: July 28—August 10

campPers Ages 8-15 / CITS Ages 16 anb 17 / Staff anb volunteers Ages 18+

.El [=]
ID 215.452.8322 Q kathryna@armeniandiocese.org
REG'STER ONLINE: DiocesanSummerCamps.org
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This copy goes to:

TIME VALUE - DATED MATERIAL

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

W February 14, 2019 Dresentation of the Lord to the Temple
% February 16, 2019 8t Sarkis the Warrior
X February 28, 2019 Feast of Saints. Varlanantz

x5 March 3, 2019 Feast of Greal Barckendan (Poon Parcgentan)
o March 3, 2019 Annual Darish Assembly
& April 14,2019 Dalm Sunclay

x5 April 21, 2019 Holy Faster




