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THE PASTOR’S CORNER

You are not Alone

W

e are in a difficult period of Armenian history, which has come to pass during one of
the most difficult years of our lifetime.

In this time of desperation, our Armenian voices echoed united around the globe. Yet as we called
out, it felt like our call fell on deaf ears. The atrocities we battled these 44 days are more than enough
reason for weeping. We suffered and sacrificed, even as we continually drew upon the infinite power
of prayer as our shield and our sword. However, let us consider this: the spirit of faith is not the only
gift that God breathed into our souls. Our Heavenly Father, beyond our human comprehension,
bestowed upon us Armenians a distinctive set of tools for us to utilize in building our future.
We may be considered an economically poor country on the world stage, but we are rich beyond
measure in human intelligence, all forms of creativity, literary genius and gifts of engineering,
technology and architecture. God bestowed upon us the characteristics of perseverance, tenacity, wit
and ingenuity. These are our tools. These are the currencies that give us the potential to secure our
future in a world that seems to have turned a blind eye. We must build the road to security ourselves,
as one united nation. We Armenians have a history, a reputation and the ability to triumph over
adversity. Our future will continue to bear this truth. The unique set of tools God has engineered in
us enable us to be the architects of a secure future. These are not just empty words; this is our path
forward.
And to my dearest Armenian brothers and sisters of Artsakh,
“If one member of the body suffers, we all suffer together.”-1 Corinthians 12: 26.
We are all suffering with you. Our hearts are shattered with grief. Yet just as this is a crushing period
of Armenian history wrapped up in a worldwide health crisis, know that you have the deepest love
and support from Armenians around the globe, wrapped up in the infinite love of our Heavenly Father.
For the time being, this is what we can offer you. And though it may not feel like much this moment,
our faith, hope and love unites us as one, and with our divine gifts we will build Armenia’s future
together. In his own time, God will usher in healing and a true peace that surpasses all our human
understanding. While we wait for that glorious day, I would like to say to you,

You are not alone.
We are not alone.


Fr. Oshagan
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A Message From Our Parish Council Chairperson
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

T

he year we came together in prayer, in advocacy, in generosity, in compassion, in unity, in spiritual
growth. Years from now, when we think of 2020, what will we remember?

At the beginning of this year, no one could have predicted the circumstances we would face. The continuous
stream of bad news has been seemingly inescapable, the threat to any sense of a normal life has been real and
the impact has been significant. Yet through it all, the faith of our people and the spirit of the Armenian
community has endured; serving as a beacon of light to guide us through a year that would otherwise be
perceived as one of darkness.
As we continue to face a global pandemic, nothing has been more upsetting than the news of the losses of our
brothers and sisters attacked in Artsakh. With this unjust war, our world as a global Armenian nation was
rocked once again.
As parish leadership, the circumstances of this year have made it impossible to conduct normal business. It
has been a time for us to do whatever is needed. In the early days of the pandemic, that was to ensure that we
could continue to provide Sunday Badarak safely and remain financially sound. Though these felt like tall
orders at the time, thanks to the generosity of many, combined with the cooperation of all who have attended
church on Sundays, we were able to overcome these challenges and find a way to restore some sense of normal
activity on Sundays.
Today, these challenges seem miniscule compared to what we as Armenians face now. While we will continue
to be vigilant with respect to the coronavirus and following safety guidelines, our people are confronted with
an even greater threat.
Though we are still working to understand the implications of the recent peace negotiations, our brothers and
sisters in Artsakh and Armenia will need us to come together in a new way. We have already seen the
Philadelphia community unify, in great support of them. At this moment however, as we will pray that the
worst of the conflict is behind us, we should not think that the people of Artsakh are in any less need of our
support. They need us now more than ever.
With this in mind, we are going to build on the success of our September drive-through picnic and host a
similar event in place of our Annual Christmas Festival. Visit our website, www.sahagmesrob.church for
details. 50% of all proceeds from sales and donations will go directly to humanitarian aid for the people of
Artsakh.
As many of you know, the Christmas Festival is our largest annual fundraiser. In normal years, our parish
budget can depend on it. This year, however, and this time, is unlike any other. And while this is a very small
gesture compared to the scale of what is needed, we hope that our love for Arstakh and Armenia can come
through in our preparation and participation in this event.
Surely, it will be difficult to enjoy this time as we have in years past, as Thanksgiving and Christmas may be
clouded with pain, sadness and anger. Let us convert this pain to prayer, sadness to strength, and anger toward
building an unshakable, globally unified, Armenian community. Thank you.
Alex Topakbashian
Chairman, Parish Council

alextopak@gmail.com
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Ecumenical Service for Peace and Justice in Artsakh, Armenia and the World

On Tuesday, October 27th St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Church hosted a ‘Candlelight Vigil and Ecumenical
Service for Peace and Justice in Artsakh, Armenia and the World’ presided over by The Very Reverend Father
Oshagan Gulgulian. We were fortunate to have participants from our sister churches and neighborhood faith
communities representing the Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Jewish and Evangelical
traditions. It was a crisp fall evening for the intimate and solemn occasion, which took place outside the
sanctuary, surrounding the khachkar inscribed with the poignant quote “They call us Armenians and why
shouldn’t we be proud? We exist, shall exist and yet flourish.”
Hayr Sourp began the service with a call for both physical and mental peace and stability for Artsakh, Armenia
and the world. The program continued with prayers where the faith leaders and participants lifted their voices
to ask the Lord to have mercy and watch over our brothers and sisters in Artsakh and Armenia. The beautiful
acapella versions of Soorp Soorp and Der Voghormia seemed especially meaningful as tribute was paid to the
brave soldiers battling the aggression of the Azeris and Turks, those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their
homeland and the innocent civilians impacted by the horrors of war.
After the service was over a short program took place. Rabbi David Strauss from the Main Line Reform
Temple drew upon the words of Joachim Prinz at the March on Washington in 1963 and spoke about the
concept of a neighbor, noting it was not a geographic term but a moral concept. He also quoted Dr. Prinz’s
profound statement that bigotry and hatred “are not the most urgent problem. The most urgent, the most
disgraceful, the most shameful and the most tragic problem is silence.”
Hayr Sourp ended the program with remarks that spoke of hope. He shared that as he prayed with his fellow
religious leaders and brothers and sisters in Christ and looked out at those gathered, he was uplifted by feelings
of hope and love. We were all gathered to pray for peace for our troubled world, to pray for justice in every
corner of this world, and to pray for God to watch over our brethren in Artsakh and Armenia under the shadow
of the Holy Cross. He likened the events of the past month and a half to a modern-day David and Goliath story
where Armenians were up against Azeri and Turkish bullies. With our holy weapons – the sword of the spirit,
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helmet of salvation and shield of faith – we came together to ask God to extinguish the flames of evil and
allow our people to live peacefully on our ancestral lands.
We are most thankful to all of our moral neighbors who participated in this special evening. They affirmed
that they will not stand by silently and showed us that we are not alone. With God’s grace the Armenian people
will continue to flourish, despite the hardships of the war in Artsakh, despite the heartbreaking conclusion days
ago. We honor the brave heroes who stood up to evil and we salute those who gave their lives. We will continue
to pray for peace for Artsakh and Armenia and never stop fighting for what is right.
A sincere thank you to the following participants for joining us:
Reverend Father Mina Shaheid
Representing His Grace Bishop Karas of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Pennsylvania and the Surrounding
Regions
Rabbi David Straus
Main Line Reform Temple
Rabbi Neil Cooper
Temple Beth Hillel – Beth El
Reverend Father Nerses Manoogian
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church
Reverend Father Hakop Gevorgyan
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
Reverend Father Raphael Strontsitskyy
St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church
Reverend James Pollard, Sr., PhD
Zion Baptist Church of Ardmore
Deacon Nicholas Siniari
Secretary of the Standing Conference of
Oriental Orthodox Churches
Deacon Steven Keytanjian
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
Deacon Armen Terjimanian
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
Sister Emma Moussayan
Principal, Armenian Sisters Academy
Sister Kayane Taslakian
Armenian Sisters Academy
Soloists:
Noel Krommenhoek
Emily Movsesian


Alene Schreiner
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Peace Services and Rallies
The past few months have been witness to multiple Peace Services and rallies. St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Apostolic Church has held Peace Services dedicated to nationwide civil unrest, the explosion in Lebanon, the
conversion of Hagia Sophia, and several in tribute to the war in Artsakh. As Christians, the infinite power of
prayer is our shield and our sword in the face of adversity and through these services our Armenian voices
have echoed united around the world. Below is an accounting of our prayers [The Ecumenical Prayer Service
hosted by St. Sahag & St. Mesrob is covered in a separate article].
On Wednesday, June 3rd, in light of nationwide civil unrest, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church held a
live-streamed Moment of Silence and Prayer for Peace by the directive of His Grace, Bishop Daniel Findikyan
and the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the U.S.A. Along with our faithful Armenian community
in America, at noon St. Sahag & St. Mesrob took a moment’s pause in silence to offer prayers for God’s peace
and healing.
Also On Wednesday, June 3rd in the evening, The Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian participated in a
Zoom Prayer Vigil for nationwide peace and healing alongside other members of neighborhood clergy from
Churches of the Main Line.
On Friday, July 24th, by the directive of His Grace, Bishop Daniel Findikyan, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic
Church participated in a Diocesan-wide Day of Mourning, marking the grief and outrage over the plan of the
Turkish government to convert the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople into a mosque. Eastern
Diocese churches lowered flags to half-mast and at 3 p.m. rang church bells in solidarity for a period of one
minute.
On Friday, August 7th, the Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian performed a solemn Vespers Prayer
Service for our hurting brothers and sisters in Lebanon. The Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian offered
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prayers for the wellbeing of the injured, the strength of those serving, the repose of souls, comfort for their
loved ones, and healing for the people of Beirut.
On Saturday, October 3rd, at the request of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians,
Armenian churches around the world, including St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, held
coinciding services dedicated to Peace in Artsakh. His Holiness presided over this Peace Service at The Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin, while churches around the world coordinated their services to coincide.
On Thursday, October 8th, some St.
Sahag & St. Mesrob faithful along with
the Very Reverend Father Oshagan
Gulgulian traveled to Washington D.C.
for a peaceful rally at the White House
to take a stand in front of the world in
support of our homeland in Artsakh and
Armenia. Armenians joined together to
call on our leadership to put an end to
their visible absence on the world stage
and demand the U.S. take action with
sanctions.
On Sunday, October 18th, St. Sahag &
St. Mesrob parishioners joined together
with the Armenian community and friends in a peaceful rally in front of the Philadelphia Art Museum to take
a stand in support of our homeland in Artsakh and Armenia.
On October 21st, the Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian traveled to St. Vartan Cathedral in NYC to
participate in the “Ecumenical Service for Peace and Justice in Armenia, Artsakh and the World,” Diocesan
Primate Bishop Daniel Findikyan presided over a solemn prayer service alongside national clergy leaders from
the Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant churches. Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop
Elpidophoros, and Bishop David delivered powerful messages of support.
On Friday, October 30th, Father Hagop Gevorgyan and the Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian held a
Peace Hour Service in response to His Grace, Bishop Daniel Findikyan’s call for a Day of Prayer and Fasting
for Artsakh and Armenia. This solemn service was held at Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church in
Cheltenham, Pa.
On Friday, November 6th, at the directive of His Grace, Bishop Daniel Findikyan, the Armenian faithful of the
Eastern Diocese participated in a second Day of Prayer and Fasting for Artsakh and Armenia.
And Friday, November 13th marked our third Day of Prayer & Fasting for the sake of peace and justice in
Artsakh and Armenia as directed by His Grace, Bishop Daniel Findikyan. For three consecutive Fridays we
have united Diocesan-wide in fasting and prayer as an expression of our faith on behalf of our brothers and
sisters in Artsakh. The third Friday, November 13th, included a Vespers Service at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Apostolic Church at the close of the fast.
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Monday Morning Prayer
In searching for new ways to reach you during this global pandemic, I came up with an idea. The concept of
meeting with you in your kitchens on Monday mornings with a spiritual epistle took root in me. The idea of
supporting my faithful by providing an opportunity for you to witness the power of our Armenian prayers
blossomed and bore the fruit of a project called Monday Morning Prayer.
Every Monday, as you prepare for your day and your week ahead, you should be receiving an email from me
with a traditional Armenian prayer and a brief message about the prayer. The message may include a few
lines about the history of the prayer, when and why it is used, personal anecdotes and sometimes a resource
for you to learn more. I don’t know how much longer I will continue the project, but it has been my privilege
to serve our community in this way.
Monday Morning Prayer began in May has continued every Monday through our summer and fall. Please
visit the project on our website at www.sahagmesrob.church or on our Facebook page at St. Sahag & St.
Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church.



Fr. Oshagan

Thank you
In this issue I would like to thank all of you who have financially supported both St. Sahag & Mesrob Apostolic
Church and Artsakh, through the Armenia Fund or otherwise. These are difficult times. For St. Sahag &
Mesrob, as with so many organizations, the coronavirus pandemic has ushered in with it financial challenges.
We continue to face the unavoidable expenses that keep St. Sahag & St. Mesrob operating. And for Artsakh,
we all know the devastating battle they have been up against for the past 2 months and the critical challenges
that lie ahead. I give you my very sincere thank you for your support in this difficult time.
Please note, if have not yet paid your dues for 2020, please consider doing so now. If you have not been a
dues-paying member in the past, please give serious and heartfelt consideration to becoming one this year.
Your membership is vital to keep St. Sahag and St. Mesrob thriving today and into the future. Thank you.



Fr. Oshagan

Graduation (additional)
Patrick A. McNelis, Jr. graduated from Rutgers University’s School of Arts and Sciences with a
Bachelor of Arts in History and a minor in Education. Patrick has been accepted in the Rutgers
Graduate School of Education and has begun his graduate program virtually, as required for the time
being. Patrick, Jr., is the son of Patrick and Sonia (Odabashian) McNelis and grandson of Mesrob and
Grace Odabashian,

Wish List
We forego our usual wish list for St. Sahag & St. Mesrob this issue. In place of church
needs, this season our wish is for healing, stability, unity and peace for Artsakh,
Armenia and the world.
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PARISH NEWS

WOMEN’S GUILD
Let me start off by saying how much I, along with the other members of the Women’s Guild Executive Board,
miss getting together with our community. We hope and pray that we can enjoy each other’s company again
as a collective group soon.
That being said, we have been fortunate to have had a few opportunities to be together and catch up with our
female church parishioners. Audrey Klijian, Monica Whitcomb and I got together in September to cut chicken
in preparation for the annual picnic. Who would have ever thought it could be so much fun handling and
cutting chicken, but it was! Monica and Audrey had never met before that day, but it felt as though they had
known each other for years. That is one of the many intangible benefits to being part of the Women's Guild;
meeting other women, learning from each other, and building friendships. It felt good to be back in the
Memorial Hall kitchen with friendly faces and it was a welcome break from our daily routine. I also would
like to thank Grace Odabashian, Laraine Ballard and Roubina DerMartirosian for also volunteering their time
to assist with this. It’s so appreciated anytime one volunteers, but during this unique time, even more so.
We had so much fun making manti on Saturday, October 24th, for the bazaar. Sixteen women, and even a few
husbands, were there to roll, shape, mix, bake, bag and just have a great day together. It was nice to hear that
each one of the group was well and making the best of this new normal we are living. Thank you to Arpi
Kilroy, Lucille Mikaelian, Maro Arutunian, Pat Pogharian, Julyet Degirmenci, Maro Derderian, Rosine
Gouveia, Zarmine Boghosian, Robin Williams, Grace Odabashian, Tina Bejian-Binnion, Sona Bejian, Carol
Keosayian, Janet Soghomonian, Elizabeth Barsamian, and the men - Missak Boghosian, Antranig Derderian
and Nish DerSimonian. Because of your time and dedication, we can all look forward to enjoying a delicious
bowl of manti on a cold winter’s night.
Lastly, I want to thank those who came out on October 27th to make choreg for the bazaar. Julyet, Rosine,
Robin, Carol, Maro D., Zarmine, Roubina and Frida Khoudoyan; thank you.
I’d like to share the good news that the executive board of the Women's Guild has decided to make a $1,000
donation to the Diocese that will be sent to the Armenia Fund to assist with the conflict in NagornoKarabakh. We are able to make this meaningful and significant donation through the dues money we received
from our devoted members and our fundraising efforts. We pray that this donation provides relief and strength
to those being so sadly affected by this atrocity. On behalf of the executive board, I offer my most humble
appreciation.
There will be more opportunities to help with cooking and baking for the upcoming bazaar. Please reach out
to me if you'd like to assist with this. You will learn great shortcuts, tips and enjoy your time with the women.
If you would like to become a member of the guild for 2020, it's not too late. Dues are $15, and that amount
has held steady for years. Make your check payable to Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Women's Guild, and mail it to
Rosine Gouveia, 414 Eldon Drive, Broomall, PA 19008. We hope for more opportunities to be together again
soon. In the meantime, stay well and stay safe.


Nancy DerSimonian

Remember Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Church

In Your Will
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church has embraced our virtual learning
environment. We have 36 students registered
and attending our weekly zoom lessons. We held
our kick-off on September 27th with Assembly
and then parents/families picked up materials at
the church picnic drive-through line.
In October we began with Assembly, bringing
the weekly Scripture to our children and teaching
them the essential Armenian Church traditions
and prayers. We then
break out into 3 groups,
Pre-K to 2nd grade,
taught
by
Teresa
Yenovkian;
3rd to
th
6 grade, taught by
Valerie Hagopian and
Nancy DerSimonian;
and 7th to 10th grade,
taught by Arpi Kilroy
and Sossi Avigrian.
After 40 minutes of
lessons,
we
bring
everyone back together
for our final Assembly
closing hymns, prayer
and announcements.
In October, we held a
special
lesson
on
making Mas. There
were about 8 children
present learning how to
prepare it and Hayr
Sourp joined in as well to give us some pointers and tell us the importance of Mas and it’s significance in
remembering our church family in prayer.
We have several additional special projects scheduled for November and December to continue to build
relationships with each other and to provide some service projects for the community. The Sunday School
teachers meet 15 minutes prior to Sunday School for a prayer time to ready ourselves for the lessons. We all
feel that God is working among our groups teaching the essentials to our youth. We pray that you have noticed
them reaching out to you with the message of Jesus’ love and kindness.
We look forward to bringing a virtual Christmas pageant to all parishioners’ homes in December.



Sossi Avrigian and Teresa Yenovkian
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MEN’S CLUB
It was a perfect fall weather
day at M&M Sporting Clays
on October 25th for our first
event since the COVID era
came to pass. We came
together with the mission of
building ties within our St.
Sahag & St. Mesrob
Armenian Church Men’s
Club community while at
the same time raising funds
to support our soldiers in
Artsakh. After dividing into
small groups for the scored
50-clay bird sporting event, we came together to share lunch and tales under the covered pavilion. Awards
went to Albert Kzelian for high score with a remarkable total of 47 out of 50, followed by his son Vahe Kzelian
with 41/50 and Moe Balabanyan with 40/50. Congratulations and a thank you to everyone who participated in
this fundraiser, as well as those who could not join us but chose to contribute. Your generous contributions
allowed our St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Men’s Club to send financial support to Artsakh in this time of need.
We raised over $1600, which was sent to the Diocese for the Armenia Fund. We plan to get together socially
in the next month as pandemic restrictions allow.



Alex Mamourian

ACYOA
At the beginning of quarantine, we did a few Zoom calls to try and keep our spirits high, and we played online
games like Scattergories and virtual Pictionary. We found that since the pandemic, hunger and unemployment
rates have risen and have affected even those around us who we might not have expected. In light of this, most
recently we organized a food drive for the ACYOA members to take part in, with the mission of providing
support to those who have been severely affected by COVID. We collected five big boxes of canned goods,
cereals, pastas, dried goods, etc., and donated them to St. Mary's Church in Broomall, as they have been a local
site collecting food all throughout the pandemic. This was a safe and rewarding way to help those in our local
neighborhoods who need it most. We will continue to meet virtually and come up with new ways to connect
as a group as well as with our broader community.



Sona Bardakjian

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE
The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church Archives Committee has not been active due to the COVID 19 quarantine-but we are pleased that our parishioners continue to submit material to the archives. The Archives Committee
wishes to thank individuals for thinking of us. Audrey Klijian, a valued member of the Auditing Committee,
donated photos. Arlene Ounjian, whose father, Charles Ounjian, served our church as deacon and trustee,
donated materials to our Archives. Lucille Mikaelian donated a long-lost speech from her father, Joseph
Hoplamazian, Sr., a pillar of our church. Also, Lisa Manookian contributed a variety of documents--from
guidelines, to Parish Assembly reports to banquet books, to ACYOA information, to photos of Sports
Weekends, Christmas Bazaars and back issues of Mer Doon--materials from her activities in our church.
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If you have served our church and have notes, membership lists, minutes of meetings, photos, banquet
programs, flyers, newspaper articles, etc., the Archives Committee is accepting them. Please bag donated items
or put them in an envelope marked “Archives Committee” with your name and phone number. Drop off your
donation to the church office. Photos need the name of the event, date--or approximate year, i.e., circa early
1970’s. If you are able to identify people in the photo, please list them on a separate piece of paper. Specify,
for instance, “Front Row, third girl from the left..... Second Row, etc.” Attach the identification sheet to the
photo. Please do not write directly on the photos.
We wish to acknowledge Rose Hagopian’s thoughtful monetary donation to the Archives.
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Archives Committee always looks forward to receiving documents and photos from
our parishioners.



Archives Committee

Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church held the Assumption of the Holy
Mother-of-God, the oldest commemoration
dedication to St. Mary, and the Blessing of the
Grapes service on Sunday, August 13th, 2020.
This beautiful ceremony with its roots in the
Old Testament is rich in symbolism and
traditionally marked the beginning of the
harvest season. Hayr Sourp blessed the grapes
before they were distributed among the faithful
in attendance, saying in part, "We ask the
Heavenly Father to bless this cluster of grapes, the first fruit of the year, to be a communion and a
healing power as we eat with faith and understanding.”

Exaltation of the Holy Cross
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
with the corresponding Antasdan Service and
Blessing of the Basil, was held on Sunday,
September 15th. This Feast Day is one of the 5
major Feast Days, otherwise known as
Tabernacle Feasts of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. It celebrates the return of the Holy Cross
to Jerusalem after it had been captured by the
Persians in 614 A.D. Hayr Sourp performed the
traditional blessing of a cross in a bed of basil
while chanting ancient prayers. “When you take
the basil into your homes, let the scent of this
beautiful green basil fill your homes as a symbol of the presence of Christ,” he told parishioners. Hayr Sourp
also noted that the Monday following the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is known as “Merelotz” –
a Day of Remembrance – for the souls departed in Christ and reminded the faithful to take a moment in the
morning to pray for their departed loved ones. The blessed basil was then distributed among the faithful in
attendance.
Page 13

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church  Summer-Fall 2020
ê© ê²Ð²Î ºô ê© Øºêðàä Ð²Ú²êî²Üº²Úò ²è²øºÈ²Î²Ü ºÎºÔºòÆ

Annual Fall Picnic “Pick Up and Go”
Tailoring the event to meet the restrictions of the
pandemic, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob hosted their Annual
Fall Picnic as a “Pick Up and Go” event on September
27th, 2020, following Badarak. The Sunday School
coordinated the kick-off of their 2020 educational
program by distributing Sunday School materials at the
same time. Many St. Sahag & St. Mesrob volunteers
joined together in advance to shop and prepare the food
as well as on picnic day to grill, bag and serve the food.
Though the annual picnic was not traditional by any
means, it was a cheerful event as the parishioners lined
up in cars by the dozens to pick up their delicious
Armenian kebab meals to go.
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SACRAMENTS &GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

Baptism & Chrismation
Angela Danielyan
Daughter of
Suren Danielyan and Suzanne Rechelian
Baptized on October 9, 2020

Weddings
William Thomson, Jr. and Molly Mamourian
Best Man: Marcus Mamourian
Maid of Honor: Ani Mamourian
June 20, 2020

Tigran Marashlian and Gayane Malkhasyan
Best Man: Avetis Marashlian
Maid of Honor: Hasmik Marashlian
August 28, 2020

Nazareth Ohanessian and Serbuhi Kzelian
Best Man: Artin Ohanessian
Maid of Honor: Aleen Streeter
November 7, 2020
Page 15

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church  Summer-Fall 2020
ê© ê²Ð²Î ºô ê© Øºêðàä Ð²Ú²êî²Üº²Úò ²è²øºÈ²Î²Ü ºÎºÔºòÆ

Wedding Anniversary
Albert & Lousine Kzelian
November 18, 2020

Funerals

Nevart C. Manookian
Entered into her eternal rest on July 1, 2020.

Gifts to the Church
General and Memorial Donations
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan and Danielle Gureghian
in Memory of Harry and Ann Gureghian
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Mikhail & Neli Bagdasarian
Ardo Besnilian

Mr. & Mrs. Karlen & Lida Ghazaryan
Mr. & Mrs. Aris & Seta Topakbashian
Mrs. Hasmik Bozadjian
TOTAL

$ 7,600.00

Assumption Day Donations
Mrs. Mary Arabatlian
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce & Laraine Ballard
Mrs. Sirvart Baronian
Mrs. Elizabeth Barsamian
Dr. Edwig Basil
Mrs. Rose Bidoyan
Mr. & Mrs. David Bozadjian
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel & Julyet Degirmenci
Mr. & Mrs. Antranig & Maro Derderian
Mrs. Alice Dertadian
Mrs. Mary Dulgerian
Mrs. Araksi Ishkhanian

Mrs. Silva Kailian
Drs. Taleen Metjian & Adam Lusk
Mrs. Debra Lussinian
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander & Pamela Mamourian
Lucy & Nora Martayan
Mrs. Rozaline Meguerian & Family
Yg. Angel Metjian
Dr. & Mrs. Shahab & Joanne Minassian
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob and Grace Odabashian
Mrs. Veronica Torcomian
Mr. & Mrs. Samer Yacobe

Sunday School
Mr. & Mrs. Haig & Sheena Dadourian
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob & Grace Odabashian
TOTAL

$ 200.00

TOTAL

$350.00

Mer Doon
Mrs. Elizabeth Barsamian
Mrs. Maritza Mamourian
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob & Grace Odabashian
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Pastor’s Appeal
Ms. Linda Babikian
Mrs. Elizabeth Barsamian
M/M David Bozadjian
Mrs. Alice Dertadian
Mr. George Dulgerian
Mrs. Mary Dulgerian
Mrs. Eleanor Gurdikian
M/M George Gurenlian
M/M Robert Hagopian
Mrs Sonia Hagopian
Mrs Shirley Hajinian
M/M David Hoplamazian
Mrs Florence Kazanjian
Mr Michael Kazanjian
Mrs Helen Kazigian
Mrs Audrey Klijian
Mr Simon Koumjian II

Mr Simon Koumjian III
Mrs Kayane Mardikian
M/M George Mesigian
M/M Joseph Michaelian
Mrs Lucille Mikaelian
M/M Vram Nedurian
M/M Peter Paone
M/M Rafael Petrosian
Mr Albert Seraydarian
M/M Aris Topakbashian
Mrs Nauver Zerounian
TOTAL

$3,475.00

Easter Youghakin (additional)
M/M Samual Degirmenci
M/M Clive Gouveia
Angele Harutunian
Mrs Berjouhi Kitabjian
Mrs Mary Odabashian
TOTAL

$ 375.00

Stewardship
Mr. George Boyajian
M/M Samuel Degirmenci
Mr. Thomas Kouyoumjian
M/M Mesrob Odabashian
M/M George Ramoundos

Mrs. Anna Samuelian
Mr. Paul Sevag
Mrs. Pontish Yeramian
TOTAL

$1,275.00

CORRECTION of photo labels from Mer Doon, Fall-Winter 2020 issue, p. 15

Avedis Alabilikian

Leon Kazanjian

Aram Zakian
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In Memoriam In Lieu Of Flowers
Sincere sympathy is extended by the Pastor and Parish Council to the families of those parishioners who have
departed from this life. May God receive the souls of all the departed into His everlasting kingdom and send the
heavenly consolation of His Holy Spirit to those who mourn.
In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Nevart Manookian
Alma Alabilikian
Mrs. Lynn Baboujian
Linda & Pauline Babikian
M/M Bruce Ballard
Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian
M/M Robert Cannuscio
Mrs. Ayshe Chakmaklian
M/M Nishan DerSimonian
Ms. Sonia Garabedian
M/M Clive Gouveia
Mrs. Carol Keosayian

M/M Charles Keytanjian
M/M Steven Keytanjian
Ms. Lisa Manookian
Mrs Anahid Megerian
Duane Morris, LLP
Ms. Mary Odabashian
M/M Mesrob Odabashian
M/M Samuel Pogharian
Najarian/Kedeshian
Ms. Mary Robinson
M/M Armen Yepoyan

Total: $ 1,135.00
In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Paul Tefankjian
Elizabeth Barsamian
M//M Edward Hoplamazian & Family
Mrs. Rose Jehanian
Lora T. Maul
Tefankjian Family & Walsh Family
Total: $ 355.00
In Lieu of Flowers Donations (Additional)
In Memory of Marcus Mamourian
Dr. & Mrs. Nabet Kasabian
Mrs. Maritza Mamourian
M/M Robert Zakian
Total: $ 1,250.00
In Lieu of Flowers Donations (Additional)
In Memory of Mary Kehyayan
Ms. Gloria Keleshian
Karina Kolandjian & Emad Kronfli
Total: $ 175.00
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Baruyr (Paruyr) Sevag Ghazaryan
(1924 – 1971)
Baruyr (Paruyr) Sevag Ghazaryan (1924 – 1971) was
born near Mount Ararat and to this day remains one of
the most influential poets in Armenian Literature. He
used his poetry to not only preserve and share the history
and rich cultural heritage of the Armenian people, but
also to comment on the state of society at the time he was
living during Soviet Union. Publishing over 50,000
works in his lifetime, his writings have the ability to
deeply influence and unite Armenians across the world
through the strength and pride that grew from our
oppression. He deeply influenced and shaped the minds of many writers during his time, as
well as those who came after him. In 1971 he suffered a fatal car crash, suspected to be a result
of his criticism of the political system, leaving him a martyr and a hero.
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St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Armenian Apostolic Church
630 Clothier Road
Wynnewood, PA 19096
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
❖
❖
❖

November 26, 2020
December 12, 2020
January 5, 2021

❖

January 6, 2021

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

January 30, 2021
February 11, 2021
February 14, 2021
February 14, 2021
March 28, 2021
April 4, 2021

Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Festival Food Pickup
The Candlemas of the Nativity Armenian Christmas Eve
(Service during evening)
Feast of the Nativity and Theophany of Lord Divine Liturgy &
Churorhnek
St. Sarkis the Warrior
Feast of Sts. Vartanantz
Presentation of the Lord to the Temple
Feast of Great Barekendan (Poon Paregentan)
Palm Sunday
Holy Easter
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