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THE PASTOR’S CORNER
Աշխա՛րհ անցի՛ր, Արարատի նման ճերմակ գագաթ չկայ,
Pass the whole world, there's no summit as white as that of Ararat

I

had the great honor this May to travel to the Mother See in Etchmiadzin for the powerful calling and
consecration services of 3 of my brothers as bishops of the Armenian Church, one of whom is our own
Diocesan Primate, Bishop Daniel Findikyan. I congratulate him and offer my sincere prayers and blessings
as he takes on this monumental role as our spiritual leader.

While in Armenia, each day when I awoke, I couldn’t help but notice how Mt. Ararat was shimmering and
looming as if oversized on the horizon. Every morning my eyes opened to delight in her captivating beauty.
As I walked to the Mother See Cathedral, or travelled to my destination by car, her spectacular glow and spirit
followed me. She looked down upon me everywhere I went. She was smiling on me, warming my day, and
she lit up my spirit. Even the local Armenians were commenting on how particularly magnificent she was
during the time of my visit. As the days went by, before I was even awake, I was filled with the anticipation
of setting my eyes on her. Though of course I knew she stood grounded to the earth, she appeared to rise out
of the sky, glittering and floating, as if she had no foundation. She was hovering with wings, like an angel, so
close I could almost touch her. She mesmerized me.
As we know, Mt. Ararat is widely recognized as our spiritual home, a symbol of Armenian faith and history.
Her place is well established in God’s plan, as written in Genesis 8:4 “And the ark rested in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.” She is our pride and joy. No matter where
we may live or travel around the world, when we see Mt. Ararat, we know we are home. For me personally,
each day during my stay she warmed my heart and filled my mind with spiritual inspiration. I felt at peace
under her watchful gaze. She was welcoming me home.
As I returned to our spiritual home, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob, it struck me that, like Mt. Ararat, our Armenian
Church is the beautiful, spiritual symbol and foundation for our Church Family here in Wynnewood. She is
our symbol of faith and heritage; she is inspirational, ever watchful over us, always present in our
consciousness, ready to fill up our spirits. And whether you attend her services or not, she is always here for
you, much like Mt. Ararat is always there in Armenia, even though we may be far from her. St. Sahag & St.
Mersrob is ready to smile on you and welcome you home with open arms to breathe the Word of God into
your hearts. And like Mt. Ararat, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob’s inspiration is here for all of you, and she will
awaken in you that feeling of belonging, of faith, of heritage. I want you to know that our beloved St. Sahag
& St. Mesrob is always here to welcome you home. She is your home.
You are in my daily prayers always,

 Fr. Oshagan
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Ordination and Consecration of our Primate
His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan

Photo: Albin Lohr-Jones
This May our Hayr Sourp, The Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian, traveled to the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin in the Republic of Armenia to participate in the ordination and consecra tion of 3
of his brothers in Christ as bishops of the Armenian Church; the Very Reverend Serovbe Isakhanyan;
our Diocesan Primate, the Very Reverend Father Daniel Findikyan; and the Very Reverend Father
Tiran Petrosyan . On Saturday, May 11 th, His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians, performed the Service of Calling and on Sunday, May 12 th, He held the
Episcopal Ordination. “This weekend was uplifting, with very beautiful and moving ceremonies and I
am so grateful to have been able to be there to support my dear friends and brothers,” Hayr Sourp
expressed. “I offer my sincere blessings and prayers to our spiritual leaders, that they as shepherds be
given the wisdom and strength to guide our people into the next chapter of our Armenian history.”
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A Message From Our Parish Council Chairperson
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

am truly honored to have the privilege once again to serve as the Parish
Council Chairman for our great Parish of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob
Armenian Apostolic Church. It was exactly ten years ago that I first
held this position and so much has happened since then. Thanks to the
exceptional leadership of our previous PC Chairs: Laraine Ballard, Bob
Zakian and most recently Jovia Keytanjian, they along with our Pastor and
all Parish Council Members, have worked hard to maintain the spiritual
strength of our church community and the physical strength of our church
facility.

I

As we approach the halfway point of the year, it is an opportunity to reflect on the progress we have made
toward building that strength. Just last month, Hayr Sourp and I, along with our Diocesan Delegates
attended the Diocesan Assembly in Boston. There we witnessed the first Assembly presided over by our
new Primate, Bishop Daniel Findikyan. The message I took away from his address, was one of the
importance of prayer – that we are together in prayer. As church leaders, that is the strength we need to
continue building.
To do this, we need your help! In the Armenian Church, we are blessed to have many organizations;
ministries that create occasions for us to be together. Behind them, we have dedicated leaders ready to
move them forward. We have a strong Women’s Guild and a newly revived Men’s Club that demonstrate
the potential of our community. We have Sunday School teachers ready and willing to welcome every
child in our community into their classrooms. We have a Youth Committee and resources for the youth
that are unmatched throughout our Diocese. Yet, as is the case with many churches within our Diocese,
we see too many empty seats in our Sunday School classrooms, we are without an ACYOA Seniors
Chapter, and we have seen a steady decline in dues paid membership.
As a Parish Council, I assure you that we are putting plans in place to address these and other concerns
that face the Parish on a daily basis. In the past, you may have heard that given our budget, it costs roughly
$1,000 a day to run the normal operations of the Church. This happens to be true. And while we can find
clever ways to reduce costs and manage the budget, that will do little to bring us together in prayer. Our
job is to ensure that every member of our Parish Family is enriched by a strong connection to the Church,
that our organizations are thriving by successfully meeting your unique needs, and that the larger
community is positively impacted by our leadership within it.
Now more than ever, your participation is needed! We can’t do it alone, nor would we want to. To have
a vibrant Parish, overflowing Sunday School classrooms, crowds in the pews during the Divine Liturgy
and later at our coffee hospitality hour, we need people – we need you! Join us on Sundays, have your
children and grandchildren attend Sunday School, identify the future leaders of our community and ask
them to participate in the ACYOA. Voice your needs, concerns and requests. Reach out to me or any
Parish Council member with what is on your mind. We are here to serve, and we are here for you.
On behalf of the entire Parish Council, I want to thank you all for the opportunity you give us to serve our
Church. We appreciate and ask for your continued support and dedication in fulfilling the mission of the
Armenian Church through our beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Church Community.
Respectfully,
 Alex Topakbashian, PC Chair

To contact Alex, email him at: alextopak@gmail.com
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Parish Council 2019
From left to right: Pamela Mamourian, Seta Topakbashian, Jovia Keytanjian (Diocesan Delegate), Lisa
Manookian, Alex Topakbashian, The Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian, Krikor Soghomonian,
Laraine Ballard, Janet Soghomonian, Julyet Degirmenci
Missing: Avedis Boornazian, Joe Brinker, Alene Schreiner

Thank you
In this issue we would like to recognize and thank all of our kitchen help – those of you who regularly
cook and serve at all our events. It is an extraordinary task to plan, organize, shop, prepare,
troubleshoot and cleanup for any one of our many events. Those of our parish who do so are
invaluable to our St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Church family. You work knits our community
together and makes all of our lives richer. From bottom of our heart, we thank you.
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PARISH NEWS
Women’s Guild Update
The Women’s Guild has been busy this spring! With
the generous and thoughtful sponsorship of Michele
and Peter Yilanjian in memory of Peter's parents,
Krikor and Mary, a wholesome and hearty Lenten
dinner was prepared and served by our Women's Guild
on Holy Thursday, April 18. Thank you to Julyet
Degirmenci, Rousine Gouveia and Silva Kailian for
preparing this meal, which was healthy, plentiful and
beyond delicious!
On Friday, May 17, a dinner was held at my home with
the intention to gather and enjoy each other's
company. Twelve women attended, and while new
friendships were formed, old friendships grew. There was a feeling of sisterhood throughout the evening,
as well as much laughter and support. Wonderful ideas were discussed for our Women's Guild, so stay
tuned. If you have an idea for our Guild, whether it is educational, an outing, a fundraiser, etc., please
don't hesitate to reach out to me at ndersimonian@gmail.com, or 703-371-3160. We are open to new
ideas and would love for you to join us. Come check us out at our next meeting. Invite a friend. You'll
be glad you did.
Finally, I would like to personally thank our outgoing chairperson, Robin Williams, for her dedication
and hard work throughout the year. Fortunately, Robin isn't going too far, as she and I are just switching
roles! I believe I speak for all of us when I say that Robin has devoted so much of herself into all aspects
of the Women's Guild and has been an asset and mentor to us all. Thank you Robin for all that you
continually do for the Guild and, as a result, for our St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church.
I wish you all a wonderful and relaxing summer.

 Nancy DerSimonian

Sunday School 2018-2019
The 2018-19 Sunday School year was filled with many fun and
educational experiences for the youth of St. Sahag & St.
Mesrob! This year, with the assistance of Talene Metjian-Lusk and Yeretzgin Angel, we continued the
Reader and Acolyte program. This valuable program provided hands on opportunities for our youth to
participate in the weekly Badarak. To expand on our students’ knowledge of our church services, we
were fortunate to have Shake Derderian lead the children in an instructional Badarak. The children were
instructed in the balcony area where they were able to have a dialogue about the Badarak and ask questions
during the service. Another worthwhile educational experience for our children was our bi-monthly
assemblies, headed by Sossi Avrigian. During this time, all of our children came together to learn about
prayer and the bible. Children read bible verses and Sossi explained their origins and meanings.
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There were also many fun activities to keep our children connected both in faith and socially. The children
enjoyed the festivities at the annual Halloween costume party. They learned about the meaning of
Christmas by participating in our annual Christmas pageant. A group of students, led by Pam Brinker and
Martha Boornazian, took a trip to The Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA for a humbling and
amazing rendition of the play, “Jesus”. Our children and parents sponsored one of the Friday Night Lenten
dinners. This was a wonderful opportunity for our youth/families to work together to give back to our
Parish. Children also enjoyed celebrating Easter together and collecting eggs at the annual Easter egg
hunt.
As our Sunday School year comes to a close, we would like
to take a moment to acknowledge our graduates, Lena
Bardakjian, Melina Asslanian, and Anna Mefford. We hope
your years in Sunday School have helped build your faith
and love of God. Our prayers are with you as you move on
to the next chapter of your lives and we wish you all much
success in your future endeavors.
Sunday School would not be possible without the amazing
dedication of our loving teaching staff and volunteers.
Thank you to the following people for devoting their time
and knowledge on a weekly basis to our youth: Ed
Sarkisian, Elda Chamberlain, Valerie Hagopian, Nancy
DerSimonian, Lucillle Mikaelian, Peter Yilanjian, Sossi
Avrigian, Pam Brinker, Martha Boornazian, Talene
Metjian, Jodi Petrosian, Ida Ramoundos, Sossy Amirian, Haykanush Zakaryan, and Maral Seroon. Thank
you also to our loving parents for bringing your precious children to Sunday School. We look forward to
seeing everyone in September!

 Sossi Avrigian
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Church Archives
PHILADELPHIA LADIES AID SOCIETY - FIRST IN USA!
Our clergy for decades have stated that the women of our parishes are the church’s lifeblood. This article
is written to recognize these dedicated women.
By 1900, the Armenian population in Philadelphia numbered approximately 100, and the first
Philadelphia church parish council was organized in 1902. The Ladies Aid Society was officially
established in 1910 to assist new Armenian refugees coming to Philadelphia following the massacres of
1895-1896. The Ladies Aid or “Dignatz”, was the idea of Mrs. Shenorig Guloyan and eight other women
who created a familiar haven for those immigrants. The Dignatz took charge of baking maas, caring for
the altar furnishings and choir vestments, and preparing food for various functions. Later the Dignatz
showed their patriotic outreach working with the Red Cross during WWII by rolling bandages and knitting
scarves and gloves for the soldiers.
After the war, our church was bursting with young brides who were anxious to implement their new ideas
and enthusiasm to continue the building of our church’s vitality. In 1952, 23 women established the Young
Ladies Guild,
Eventually, in 1989 the Dignatz and the Young Ladies Guild merged to create the Women’s Guild. The
Guild continues to support the traditional events at church as well as work tirelessly organizing major
fundraising events. In response to the tragic earthquake in Armenia, they began to support the Children
of Armenia Sponsorship Program -- CASP, a charity they still devote efforts to help to this day. The
mission of today’s Women’s Guild is to welcome women of all ages who wish to be part of the sisterhood
and participate in their activities involving spiritual, cultural and social goals.

 The Archives Committee

Women’s Guild - 1989 - Combined Dignatz and Young Ladies Guild
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Men’s Club

Spring has been a busy season for the St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Men’s Club. In March, we had a group
outing at “M and M Sporting Clays” where we had fine, crisp weather and a bonding time in the great
outdoors followed by lunch. Some kept score and while there were experts who came out that day, it was
Vahe Kzelian, age 14, who reeled in the top score, showing us old guys that there is really no replacement
for youth.
In April, Men’s Club took responsibility for serving and cleaning up after the Lenten dinner that followed
the lecture on brain health by Men’s Club member Dr. Alexander Mamourian. And on Maundy Thursday,
12 Men’s Club Members were honored to be present on the altar for the traditional Washing of the Feet
during a powerful service by our Hayr Sourp, The Very Reverend Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian.
In May, Men’s Club prepared and served the Mother’s Day brunch after Badarak to honor the beautiful
mothers of our parish. In spite of the driving rain outside, about 60 members of our parish came out to
celebrate and enjoy the festive brunch and delicious desserts. The Men’s Club volunteers pulled it off, but
came to the clear conclusion that the efforts of the usual kitchen volunteers who regularly prepare meals
for church events is quite
extraordinary and how they make it
look easy, we will never quite figure
out.
Thanks go to the many members of
the Men’s Club who have offered
their time and energy to make these
events a success. Our next meeting
with be on Wednesday, June 5, at
Soprano’s Restaurant at 7pm. If you
want to join in the activities please
RSVP
to
alexander.mamourian@gmail.com
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BLESSING OF A CHALICE
On Sunday January 27th, Hayr Sourp performed the
blessing and dedication of a new, handcrafted gold
chalice. The chalice, fabricated by hand by a goldsmith
in Armenia, was inscribed, "In Loving Memory of
Candice Lise Rush, donated by Kenneth and Satenik
(Sallee) Rush, Wynnewood, PA." Mrs. Rush and her
son Russell Rush participated in washing the chalice in
wine and water, while the Hayr Sourp recited the
traditional prayers and the blessing. “The chalice is
exquisite and we were delighted to participate in the
service,” said Mrs. Rush. “I’d like to thank Hayr Sourp
for his effort and attention to detail in making this
chalice so special.”

Dyarnentarach

Wednesday, February 13th marked the
traditional Armenian celebration on the eve of
Dyarnentarach, or, The Presentation of the Lord
to the Temple. The Armenian Church feast day
of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple
takes place 40 days after the Theophany of
Christ, and is regarded as Scriptural
confirmation of Christ’s divinity (see Luke 2:2232). On the eve of this feast day it is customary
in Armenia to gather for a festive evening. The
V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian celebrated a
beautiful Evening Vespers, at the conclusion of
which, he lit a candle from the altar and
processed outside to light the traditional bonfire.
Many Parishioners lit candles from the bonfire
symbolizing the light of the
Church illuminating their lives
while some participated in the
customary fun of leaping over the
fire. Following the bonfire
everyone enjoyed the delicious
Armenian barbecue dinner and
dancing to the powerful voice of
Kevork Artinian and his
accompanying band. Thank you
to Mr. and Mrs. Karlen
Ghaxaryan for their organization
and
sponsorship
of
this
wonderful evening.
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PARISH ASSEMBLY 2019
Following a delicious light luncheon prepared by Julyet Degirmenci and friends, the Annual Parish
Assembly was held on Sunday, March 3, 2019, with Steve Barsamian serving as Chair, Rob Cannuscio
as Parliamentarian, and Sossi Soghomonian as Recording Secretary.
The 50+ members attended the meeting, representing a quorum, elected the following officers:
Parish Council: Laraine Ballard, Avedis Boornazian, Lisa Manookian, Alene Schriener, Janet
Soghomonian. Auditing Committee: Ed Sarkisian. Nominating Committee: Alexis
Topakbashian,Veronica Torcomian, Pat Pogharian
Numerous reports were presented, including the Pastor's Report, Auditing Report, Parish Chair’s remarks,
etc. Hayr Sourp’s focus for this year will be on the ACYOA with the hopes for a Youth Director with the
support of the Youth Committee, building on his outreach, and bringing the church’s website to
completion. The Parish Council will continue to focus on the youth, Memorial Hall rental and
membership.

LENT 2019
This year’s Lenten Lecture Series focused on Maintaining Health and Preparedness as we age. The series
was very well attended and parishioners expressed their enthusiasm on how informative and helpful the
speakers were. “It was like a breath of fresh air,” said Peter Yilanjian. “I thought it was good to switch
it up this year. The lectures were very interesting, diverse, and full of information for varied age groups.
I really learned a lot.” Each speaker expressed his or her gratitude in being a part of the program. Dr. Ara
Chalian summed it up well, “It was my sincere pleasure to be a part of this Lenten Series. It was a
wonderful opportunity to be together for spiritual growth, fulfillment, fellowship and education. It was
very enriching for our community.”
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob started off the first Friday night lecture of the Lenten Series after a beautiful
Lenten Vespers with Deacon Nicholas Siniari, Secretary of SCHOOCH & Ecumenical Officer of the
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Coptic Orthodox Diocese of NY & NE. Deacon Nicholas gave a powerful and engaging talk on Spiritual
Health: the Role of Faith & Prayer in our Orthodox life. With his eloquent and warm delivery, his talk
left the audience with much to contemplate, and all of Deacon Nicholas’ points circled back to his central
theme: deepening our relationship with God and with one another. A big thank you to Dr. and Mrs. Shahab
Minassian who sponsored the evening. Thank you also to the evening’s supporters: Dr. and Mrs.
Alexander Mamourian, Elizabeth Barsamian and Carol Keosayian, and to Muayd and Zarouhi Nasir who
prepared and donated a delicious dinner for the evening.

Our second lecturer was Attorney and Counselor at Law, Anne-Marie Murphy, Esquire, whose lecture
was about Estate Planning and Administration. Ms. Murphy focused on essential documents we should
have in place, at various stages of our lives, so that our health wishes are carried out and we best protect
our families and our estates. We sincerely thank this evening’s sponsors, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Momjian,
and our supporters Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ballard, Mrs. Rita Khachadourian, and Yeretzgin Angel Metjian.
The delightful falafel dinner was prepared and donated by Mania and Loutfig Arabatlian – thank you!
The Lenten Series continued with Mr. Greg Sarian, CEO and Founder of Sarian Strategic Partners, who
lectured on Financial Planning for Different Stages of Life. Greg educated the audience on how to save,
invest, protect and donate, beginning with strategies for our working young adults, starting in their 20s &
30s. His talk was full of practical advice and tips for each subsequent decade of our lives, leaving every
age group in the audience better educated on planning for our future. Thank you to the evening’s generous
sponsors, Dr. and Mrs. Levon Nazarian; and our supporters Mr. and Mrs. Avedis Boornazian, Mr. and
Mrs. Hovik Grigorian, and Mrs. Zovig Devletian. To our dinner donors, Mr. and Mrs. Sogomon
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Balabanyan, Mr. and Mrs. Zaven Balabanyan, Mr. and Mrs. Vahe Kzlyan, and Anna Kojoyan – we thank
you!

Next up in the Lenten Lecture Series was a compelling and engaging roundtable with two revered
Philadelphia physicians, Dr. Gerry Williams, Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Jefferson Medical
Center and Dr. Ara Chalian, Professor of Otorhinolaryngology at the University of Pennsylvania. These
two eloquent and distinguished surgeons guided an exceptional Physician Panel: Question and Answer
Session with the audience about what they see in their busy practices. Both doctors emphasized how
humbled and privileged they feel to serve as physicians and care for their patients. Taking questions on
the power of prayer, joint replacement, hearing loss, cancer, the opioid epidemic, patient out-of-bodyexperiences, surgical recoveries & outcomes, and more, these two physicians handled each topic with
professional poise and personal insight. Thank you to our program sponsors for the evening, Rick
Melikian & Terri McLaughlin, and our supporters Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cannuscio, Linda, Marta &
Pauline Babikian, Mr. and Mrs. Nishan DerSimonian, Mr. and Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian, and Dr. and
Mrs. Gerry Williams. Many thanks to the Topakbashian Family for donating our dinner for the evening.
The 5th speaker in our Lenten Series was Dr. Alexander Mamourian, Professor of Radiology,
Neurology and Neurosurgery at Penn State Medical Center, who
presented a fascinating talk on Brain Health: A guide to Successful
Aging. Dr. Mamourian touched upon where certain functions reside
in the brain, brain imaging, memory, and how his personal
experiences have deepened his faith. He punctuated his talk with
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interesting anecdotes and stories that shed light on the infinite mysteries of the brain. His captivating talk
was followed by a lively question and answer session with the audience. Our genuine thank you to Steve
Barsamian who was the sponsor for the evening and continued thanks to all the supporters: Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Zakian, Mr. and Mrs. Grant Mazmanian, Mr. and Mrs. Antranig Derderian, Ms. Rosalin Megerian,
Mr. and Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian, and Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Soghomonian. The delicious dinner was
prepared and donated by Maro Derderian and Rosaline Meguerian, and you ladies have our thanks.
We concluded this year’s Lenten Lecture Series with our final presentation by Nyree Dardarian. Nyree,
Assistant Clinical Professor in the Department of Nutrition Sciences at Drexel University, presented her
informative lecture on Preventative Nutrition: 5 Tips for a Healthy Diet in a delightful, interactive style
that kept the audience engaged and entertained. While talking about how to eat well to live a healthy and
long life, she kept coming back to her theme of "Eat like an Armenian, and eat WITH an Armenian."
Nyree brought our wonderful 2019 Lenten Lecture Series to a brilliant conclusion. Thank you to the
supporters for the evening, Drs. Karo Davtyan and Haykush Zakarian, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci,
Ms. Ardo Besnilian, and Nina Weisbord & George Wood. Thank you to the Sunday School families for
planning and serving this evening’s dinner, and to Soprano’s Trattoria for donating the dinner.
Finally, thank you to Hayr Sourp for being the backbone of the series, to Julyet Degirmenci for organizing
all the dinner donors and kitchen servers and for managing the kitchen, and to Pam Mamourian for
assisting with the organizational details. And to all of our sponsors and supporters who made this year’s
series the most financially successful series to date: thank you for supporting our program and our church.
We not only enjoyed each other’s company on Friday nights, we laughed, we enriched and engaged our
minds, and at the same time we supported our beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church celebrated a joyous and blessed Palm Sunday with a
beautiful service honoring the day our Lord triumphantly entered the city of Jerusalem. Palm Sunday is also
the traditional date on which ACYOA (Armenian Church Youth Organization of America) Day is celebrated
throughout the Diocese. Alex Topakbashian greeted the parishioners during coffee hour and took a few minutes
to talk about the organization whose purpose and role in the context of the Diocese is of vital importance: to
prepare and equip young adults to participate in leadership capacities of the church.
Holy Week Services continued with Maundy Thursday. The Women’s Guild held their annual Maundy
Thursday dinner, which was followed by the Washing of the Feet Service. This year the Men's Club was
honored by Hayr Sourp who performed the service that harkens back to the evening of the Last Supper when
Christ washed the feet of his 12 Disciples. This humbling service was followed by the moving Vigil of the
Passion of Our Lord (Khavaroom). As each Scripture was read, the flames of the respective candles were
extinguished until at last the sanctuary was left in a solemn and heavy darkness. Friday brought the emotionally
stirring Good Friday Service where Hayr Sourp and our deacons Dr. Shahab Minassian and Steven Keytanjian
chanted a lamenting vigil at the foot of our beautifully decorated representation of Christ’s Tomb. On Easter
Eve we experienced our ACYOA Jrs read the Scripture Readings. They did an extraordinary job, completing
their assigned passages with remarkable poise and elocution. Following their readings, the Easter Eve Liturgy
was magnificent as the sunlight faded and the sanctuary was left in candlelight.

Krisdos Haryav ee Merelotz! Orhnyal eh Harootiununn Krisdosee! We were blessed with a beautiful,
sunny Easter Sunday as St. Sahag & St. Mesrob concluded Holy Week with an uplifting Easter Service
followed by a lively Easter egg hunt and social hour.
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April 24th Commemorative Service
On April 24th, the Philadelphia area clergy held a Commemorative Service at St.
Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church. Following the service,
the Armenian Inter-Communal Committee of Philadelphia hosted a presentation
by Dr. Rouben Adalian, Director of the Armenian National Institute. Dr. Adalian
spoke about "The Decisive Role of the YMCA and American Relief in Armenia a
Century Ago". His talk focused on the extraordinary humanitarian work in 19181919 of two remarkable American men, John Elder and James Arroll, who were
imbued with the finest qualities of the American spirit. Their relief work saved
thousands of Armenian
lives during that critical
period and set the stage for
the
establishment
of
President
John
F.
Kennedy's Peace Corp
program in 1961. As Dr.
Adalian emphasized in his
talk, "There is no question
many of our families
survived that time because
of the aid from America."

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Wish List
We are reaching out to our Parish Family to let you know we have a new project that needs our
attention.
We are in need of a new Altar Curtain, including the support rod and operating mechanism. The Altar
Curtain can be fabricated and embroidered in Armenia by expert craftspeople. It will be custom-made
and make a beautiful addition to our Altar.
It is our goal to keep our beloved St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church in good
condition, and as such, we are in search of angel patrons to sponsor our Church’s needs.
Contributions of any size are welcome. Please speak with Hayr Sourp for more details if you feel
called as a benefactor to support our need.
As always, thank you for your consideration and continued backing. We are exceedingly blessed to
have such a supportive Church Family.

Please notify the Pastor whenever you know of anyone who is sick,
Whether at home or in the hospital
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FOCUS: Youth Committee
Many of you are aware of the existence of the Youth Committee, however, you may not have a full
understanding of the role it serves. In an effort to promote and highlight the work of this group, as well as the
activities in which they are involved, let’s take a closer look.
The Youth Committee was established by Parish Assembly to oversee and handle disbursements from
endowments specifically created for the youth. Their primary role is to support youth related activities in the
church including (but not limited to) Sunday School, ACYOA Juniors and ACYOA Seniors. The Youth
Committee provides support through both organizational and financial assistances. The team typically meets
on a quarterly basis for formal meetings; however, they are in frequent communication via e-mail as matters
arise that need their attention.
Current membership is as follows –
President: V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian
Treasurer: Rob Cannuscio
Chairperson: Sarkis Beberian
Secretary: Tanya Bardakjian
Vice Chairperson: Shake Derderian
Advisor: John Eskandarian
Historically, the Youth Committee has played a role in the following activities:
• Subsidize transportation costs for ACYOA Juniors to attend Sports Weekends and retreats
• Fund costs for chaperones to above events
• Subsidize outings and social activities for ACYOA Juniors and Seniors
• Provide funding for Sunday School activities
• Provide reimbursement of up to ½ the cost per year for youth to attend St. Vartan Diocesan Summer
Camp and St. Nercess Summer Conference
• Provide reimbursement of up to ½ the cost of airfare for one trip for a youth to attend a Diocesan
sponsored trip to Armenia or Jerusalem
• Provide $1,000 per year to the Diocese for an ACYOA Senior to attend the Diocese Jerusalem trip
• Provide funding for food served at Parish ACYOA Day (Palm Sunday Banquet)
• Provide funding to help defray the costs for youth related activities at church functions such as the
Bazaar and Picnic
• Examples include Moon Bounce, face painting, balloon artist, Santa Clause visits, etc.
Looking ahead at the remainder of this year, the Youth Committee will participate in many of the same
activities listed above. In addition, they will provide support and guidance as the ACYOA Juniors prepare to
host Sport Weekend locally in October.
The Youth Committee’s goal is simple – ensuring the youth of our church spends time together in fellowship.
Events and activities do not always occur on our church premises. Their work is accomplished through
deliberate and publicized actions and planning as well as behind the scenes strategizing. The basis for their
work is to keep our youth, the future of our church, active and engaged not only with one another to help form
lifelong friendships, but also with our local parishes, other parishes, and the Diocese to foster and maintain
their physical and spiritual connection to the Armenian Church.
The Youth Committee welcomes and encourages anyone who is passionate about our youth to actively
participate on successfully carrying out the group’s goals. This can be done by joining the committee, by
actively encouraging youth participation in the ACYOA, and by sending your children to St. Vartan Summer
Camp and St. Nercess Summer Conference and Diocese sponsored programs/trips.
Feel free to speak to a Youth Committee member with questions, to offer suggestions, or simply to learn more
about the group’s focus and current activities. A big thank you to this devoted group that volunteers their
precious time to ensure our youth are growing up enjoying and better understanding their Armenian heritage.

 Alene Schreiner
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WE CONGRATULATE OUR GRAD UATES!!!
GRADUATE SCHOOL
MARCUS MAMOURIAN, son of Dr. Alexander and Pamela
Mamourian, grandson of Marcus and Maritza Mamourian graduated from
Dartmouth College in June with a Master’s Degree in Comparative
Literature. He has been awarded a U.S. Fulbright research scholarship to
study philosophy in Berlin, Germany for the academic year 2019-2020.

COLLEGE
ALEX AYRAPETYAN, son of Vladislav Ayrapetyan and
Rimma Parsegyan, will be graduating from The University of the
Sciences in Philadelphia in May. He will be receiving a Bachelor
of Sciences with a major in Biomedical Sciences and a minor in
neuroscience. While at the University, Alex worked in a
Neurogenetics research lab focused on Huntington protein
aggregate dissemination in drosophila to further study the
underlying mechanisms of Huntington's Disease. He plans to
further pursue his education to achieve his goal of becoming a
Physician's Assistant following a year of employment

SARA KEYTANJIAN graduated from Millersville University of
Pennsylvania in May of 2019 with a Bachelor of Arts in Language and
Culture Studies with a concentration in Spanish Language Studies and a
minor in French Culture Studies. Throughout her four years at Millersville,
she was an active member of the Spanish Club and French Club. She held
a director position on the University Activities Board which plans events
for all Millersville students. Her most notable achievement was induction
into the National Society of Leadership and Success as a college freshman.
She is currently interviewing with various companies in Pennsylvania.
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MICHAEL GARO KNUDSON, son of Dennis Knudson and
Kayane Janjigian, grandson of Anahis Odabashian & the late
Papken Janjigian and Donald & Virginia Knudson, graduated
Magna Cum Laude from University of Pennsylvania, College of
Arts and Sciences with a B.A. in PPE (Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics). Michael was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity and was very active in the Penn Mock Trial Team.
Michael will be working in New York City as an Investment
Banking Analyst.

KRISTINE KZELIAN, daughter of Albert and Lousine Kzelian, will
be graduating with a Bachelor's Degree in International Business from
Drexel University this June. She attended Armenian Sisters Academy
from 1st through 8th grade and Archbishop John Carroll for high school.
Outside of academics, Kristine loves to travel and hopes to continue
traveling the world and experiencing new cultures, but not before she
begins her new job with the business development team at GradFin.

ANGELA SARKISIAN, daughter of Ed and Jodi Sarkisian,
graduated from the University of Southern California School of
Gerontology with a Bachelor’s Degree. She will be pursuing a
Master of Global Health at the University College of London in the
fall.
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JORDON "J.T." TORUNIAN, son of Vahe and Mary Beth
Torunian, Grandson of Hrant and Araksi Torunyan, has
graduated from Penn State University, The Behrend College in
Erie Pennsylvania, with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Computer Science. JT is pursuing job opportunities in software
development in the Northern Virginia area.

HIGH SCHOOL
ANGELICA AGHABABYAN is graduating from Marple
Newtown High School this spring. One of her greatest joys has been
her participation in Hamazkayin Meghry Dance Ensemble for 8
years. She has been also been an active member of ACYOA for 6
years during which time she attended many junior sports weekends
and made many friends from other states in our region. At Marple
Newtown High, Angelica was a member of the basketball team for
two years and was active in several clubs such as the International
Club, FFA (Feeding Fellow Americans) and Minithon. Angelica
will be continuing her education at West Chester University as a
Business Management major in the fall of 2019.

MELINA ASSLANIAN has been counting down the days to
graduate from Marple Newtown High School. She spent her four
years involved in clubs like Interact, Thon, student council, while
focusing on her academics. Melina played volleyball for the past 6
years and will continue at Pennsylvania State University, as she will
study Architectural Engineering. She is sad to leave ACYOA Juniors,
but is eager to jump into ACYOA Seniors, along with a new
experience in college.
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LENA BARDAKJIAN will be graduating from Episcopal Academy
in June. She has served as the school’s Dance Captain and Spanish
Club President. She is the Chair of the Philly ACYOA Jrs. and sings
in the church choir regularly. During her high school career, she has
been very involved in Model UN, Future Business Leaders of
America, Community Service, and the theater. She will be attending
Boston University in the fall and hopes to pursue a career in Law.

ARMEN DERVISHIAN will be graduating from Marple Newtown
High School this June. Armen has been a Distinguished Honors
Student all 4 years and a member of the National Honor Society and
the Spanish National Honor Society. He twice received the “Positive
on People Award”, and was recognized as “Student Athlete of the
Month.” Armen has been a varsity member of the Wrestling Team
all 4 years. He was the 2018 Nottingham Invitational Champion and
two times Travis Manion Invitational Champion. Armen was named
1st team All Central League, 1st team PA All-Academic High School
Wrestling Team and was twice a regional qualifier. Armen is the
recipient of Marple Newtown Wrestling Stu Nathans Award &
Scholarship and the Media Youth Wrestling Scholarship for
outstanding achievements in academics and wrestling. Armen will
be attending The Ohio State University in the fall to study finance and
accounting.
AUTUMN KITABJIAN, the daughter of Dave & Mary Kitabjian
of Perkasie, PA, grandchild of Hagop Kitabjian, and greatgrandchild of Mrs. “Z” Zartarian, is graduating from Pennridge
High School this spring and will be pursuing Graphic Design at
Tyler School of Art / Temple University this fall. Autumn has
been a regular member of the Distinguished Honor Roll and
National Honor Society throughout High School. She was a
member of the Tennis Team, the Ski Club, and the Key Club,
which lends their services to many charitable organizations in the
area. Autumn has excelled artistically, having received academic
awards for her art, which has been selected for display at Arcadia
University and the Bucks County Courthouse. She is passionate
about internal struggles people go through and she captures the
concepts in her art. Autumn is also very musical, having played
piano her whole life. She more recently picked up playing the
guitar and has begun to record music of her own composition with
other talented friends.
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ANNA MEFFORD will be graduating from Haverford High School
this spring. She has been a member of the National Honor Society and
Spanish Honor Society. While at Haverford High, she was an avid
soccer and softball player. She will be attending Ursinus College in
the fall where she has been recruited to play softball. Anna plans to
major in Biology.

VAHE
BEDROS
MINASIAN
graduated from Malvern Prep this
spring. He graduated with First Honors for all four years and is a
member of both the Latin and Science National Honor Societies. He
was an active member of the Malvern Prep Concussion Research
Team and participated in the Annenberg Medical Science Symposium.
Vahe was recruited to play guitar for Liturgical Music, playing at Mass
every week, and also played acoustic guitar for the Guitar Ensemble
participating in numerous performances throughout the years. Vahe
played ice hockey all four years on both the JV and Varsity teams. He
was especially proud to be an integral part of the team’s championship
wins both freshman and sophomore years. His experience traveling to
Costa Rica to help dig ditches and create a waterway for the Bribri
tribe and his MECO retreat were incredibly life altering encounters and he will always be grateful for
the amazing opportunities he was afforded at Malvern Prep. Vahe will attend Drexel University in
the fall where he will major in Biological Sciences with a minor in Neurological Sciences.
ARMAND ZEIBARI, the son of Greg and Arlet Zeibari, grandson of
Kohar and Minas Mihranyan, Sirvart Baronian, and Noel Zeibari, is
graduating Class of 2019 from B. Reed Henderson High School in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. Armand was active in the Marching Band, playing
the tenor saxophone and the clarinet. He was also a Drum Major his Senior
year and a member of Jazz Band, Honors Band and Wind Ensemble. He
is an active member of the Astronomy Club, was in the Pit Orchestra for
"Cinderella" and acted in both school musicals: "The Music Man" and
"Beauty and the Beast". He excelled in several AP courses in
mathematics, sciences, computer science and history. Armand has earned
the Presidents Silver Award for volunteering in the various Armenian
Organizations. Armand will start this summer at Pennsylvania State University in State College, PA
and will be studying Astronomy and Astrophysics.
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LILIA ZEIBARI, the daughter Greg and Arlet Zeibari,
granddaughter of Kohar and Minas Mihranyan, Sirvart Baronian,
and Noel Zeibari, is graduating Class of 2019 from B. Reed
Henderson High School in West Chester, Pennsylvania. Lilia was
active with the Marching Band, Color Guard, indoor Color Guard,
Photography Club and Fempowerment Club. Lilia has earned the
Presidents Gold Award for her passion for volunteerism in various
Armenian organizations as well as her work with Health Care
Connect, an organization with Chester County Development
Council. Lilia has earned her Bloodborne Pathogens, Healthcare
Ergonomics and HIPPA Certifications in preparation for a career
in healthcare. Lilia will be attending Pennsylvania State
University at the Brandywine Campus in the fall and will be
studying Psychology.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
VAHE KZELIAN, son of Albert and Lousine Kzelian, will be graduating
from Armenian Sisters Academy this June. Vahe has been a student of
ASA since pre-kindergarten. Outside of school Vahe has been a member
of the Suburban Seahawks Swim Club for 8 years and a member of the
Hamazkayin Meghry Dance Group for 5 years. Vahe loves spending his
weekends with his dad, either fishing or sporting clay shooting. Most
importantly he loves making his parents proud! Vahe will continue his
education at Radnor High School.

NARE EMMA MINASIAN graduated from the Armenian Sisters
Academy in June 2019. She is the last of her siblings and the youngest
of the cousins to graduate from ASA. Nare had a wonderful
experience since the age of 3 at the Academy. She was very honored
to be elected Class President and will above all else, miss her friends
and the incredible bond they share. She will travel to Armenia this
summer and is grateful for the opportunity to experience Armenia for
the first time with her classmates. She will continue to explore
singing opportunities in high school and will remain an active
member of the ACYO, ACYOA, Soar Jrs., and Turkey Taxi. Nare is
looking forward to starting her high school career at The Academy of
Notre Dame de Namur Class of 2023.
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SACRAMENTS &GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

Baptism & Chrismation
Lena Victoria Potts
Daughter of Jordan Potts &
Ani Lena Bejian
Baptized April 27, 2019

Olivia Ann Gatter
Daughter of William Gatter, Jr. &
Allison Bedrosian Gatter
Baptized on April 28, 2019

Ari Vartan Keytanjian
Son of Steven Keytanjian &
Marietta Kukuyan
Baptized on May 25, 2019

Monika Esayan
Daughter of Edgar Esayan &
Tatevik Sargsian
Baptized on May 31, 2019

Milana Esayan
Daughter of Edgar Esayan &
Tatevik Sargsian
Baptized on May 31, 2019

Funerals
Yeprim Degirmenci
Mary Boyajian
Dr. Ara Gamsarian Yeramyan
Lori Pogharian Smith
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Gifts to the Church
General and Memorial Donations
❖
❖

❖

Mr. & Mrs. Vahan and Danielle Gureghian in Memory of Harry and Ann Gureghian
Sona Hoplamazian for her gift of Easter Flowers adorning the Church during our Easter
season.
Aram K Jerrehian Jr. Family in Memory of Richard Oski

Easter Youghakin Donations
Anonymous
Mr. Herman Ajamian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Alyanakian
Mrs. Vergine Amadouni
Ms. Angele Arutunian
Mrs. Alice Aznavourian
Ms. Linda Babikian
Mr. Albert Baltaeff
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Baltaian
Mr. Jeff Barasatian
Mrs. Elizabeth Barsamian
Mrs. Sona Bejian
Mrs. Rose Bidoyan
Mr. & Mrs. David Bozadjian
Mr. Edward T Burg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cannuscio
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chamoun
Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian
Mr. & Mrs. Nishan DerSimonian
Mrs. Simone Djevharian
Mr. & Mrs. John Eskandarian
Mrs. Eleanor Gurdikian
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan H Gureghian
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hackett
Mrs. Sonia Hagopian
Mrs. Shirley Hajinian
Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Kalanyan
Ms. Carol Keosayian

Mrs. Rita Khachadourian
Mr. Ronald Khachadourian
Mrs. Berjouhi Kitabjian
Mr. Hagop Kitabjian
Mr. & Mrs. Antranik Kordzian
Mr. & Mrs. Souren C. Kurkjian
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Mamourian
Ms. Nora Martayan
Mr. Patrick McNelis
Yn. Angel Metjian
Mrs. Emasd Odabashian
Ms. Lorie R. Odabashian
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian
Mr. & Mrs. Zohrab Odabashian
Mr. & Mrs. Rafael Petrosian
Mrs. Sallee Rush
Mr. Albert Seraydarian
Mr. Paul Sevag
Mrs. Anna Simonian
Mr. & Mrs. Nishan Tchorbajian
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Tefankjian
Mr. & Mrs. Aris Topakbashian
Mrs. Veronica Torcomian
Mr. David Walsh
Mrs. Nauver Zerounian
TOTAL: $7530

ARTICLES FOR MER DOON FROM YOU
The Mer Doon is accepting articles written by our parishioners. Have you celebrated a milestone – a wedding,
anniversary, christening or birthday in your family? Have you been somewhere fascinating or participated in
a special project? The Mer Doon wants to hear about it. Church organizations are strongly encouraged to
contribute articles. Submit your articles and photos to hayrsourp@sahagmesrobchurch.org. Photos should
include the following information: event name, date, and the identity of each individual in the photo.
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In Memoriam In Lieu Of Flowers
Sincere sympathy is extended by the Pastor and Parish Council to the families of those parishioners who have
departed from this life. May God receive the souls of all the departed into His everlasting kingdom and send the
heavenly consolation of His Holy Spirit to those who mourn.

M/M Haig Kharaglian
M/M Kaloust Karakelian
M/M Jim Kzirian
Mrs. Anahid Megerian
Mrs. Gohar Merdjanian
Yn. Angel Metjian
M/M Asadur Minasian
Mrs. Sake Minasian
Dn/Mrs. Minas Mihranyan
Jan Mirijanian
M/M Samuel Nalbandian
M/M Richard Nasuti
Mrs. Emasd Odabashian
M/M Mesrob Odabashian
M/M Ara Panosian
M/M Kevork Proodian
M/M Mark Semerjian
M/M Aris Topakbashian
M/M Hrant Torunyan
M/M Mihran Vartanian
M/M Steve Vosbikian
M/M Boghos Voskanian
Leslie Miller & Richard Worley
M/M Noubar Yeremian
M/M Krikor Yeremian
Dr. & Mrs. Ara Yeramyan
Mr. Noel Zeibari

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Yeprim Degirmenci
Mr. Herman Ajamian
M/M Nurhan Antilian
M/M Loutfig Arabatlian
M/M Ohan Arabatlian
M/M Armen Arutunian
M/M Migerdich Azadian
Paulette Aydinian
Linda & Pauine Babikian
Elizabeth Barsamian
M/M John Bedrossian
Beti Torunyan Buchanan
Sarah Coulson
M/M Glen Cooper
M/M Antranig Derderian
M/M Nishan DerSimonian
M/M Zohrab Dramgotchian
Edgard, Herme & Family
M/M Ara Eloian
Mr. Hagop Ergenian
M/M John Eskandarian
M/M Aram Ghazarian
Mr. Andy Gider
M/M Michael Hajatian
M/M Hagop Ishkhanian
Mrs. Silva Kailian
Mr. Vartan Kalanyan
M/M Aram Kazanjian
M/M Jacques Kazanjian
Mrs. Asdghig Kzanjian
M/M Hagop Kazanjian
Ms. Carol Keosayian
M/M David Kesayan
M/M Charles Keytanjian
M/M Ara Kradjian
M/M Berge Khatchadrian

Total: $2,995.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Mary Boyajian
M/M Migirdich Azadian
Linda & Pauline Babikian
Elizabeth Barsamian
Ms. Barbara Boyajian
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M/M Edward Boyajian
M/M Antranig Derderian
M/M Charles Keytanjian
Dr. Jane L. Mahakian & John Boyajian
Yn. Angel Metjian
M/M John Parseghian
St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church Choir

Binnion Family
Daniel Commale
M/M Armand DiCarlo
M/M Greg Derderian
Genesis Naturel, LLC
M/M Michael Hajatian
Kanarik Karakelian
M/M Aram Kazanjian
Valanten Kazanjian
M/M Charles Keytanjian
M/M Steven Keytanjian
Anahit Mkchchyan
M/M Kevin Muething
M/M Mesrob Odabashian
Ruzanna Ohanian
Arsine Oshagan
Steve Rosenthal
Sally Sobolewski
Susan Speirs
M/M Aris Topakbashian
Mary Vosgorian
Zeramyan, Agavni
Yanqun Zhong

TOTAL: $815.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Lori Pogharian
Smith
Linda and Pauline Babikian
Elizabeth Barsamian
Steve Barsamian, Esq.
Sonia Garabedian
Kay Goshgarian
M/M Michael Hajatian
M/M Edward Hoplamazian
M/M Jack Hoplamazian
M/M Matthew Hoplamazian
Mrs. Sonia Hoplamazian
Adrina Kletjian
M/M George Marootian
M/M Gerald Mikaelian
M/M Samuel Pogharian

TOTAL: $2,155.00

TOTAL: $1,390.00

In Lieu of Flowers Donations
In Memory of Dr. Ara Gamsarian
Yeramyan
M/M Razmig Amirian
M/M Melcom Avrigian
Mrs. Sona Bejian

Remember Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Church

In Your Will
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I Love my Sweet Armenia’s…

ԵՍ ԻՄ ԱՆՈՒՇ ՀԱՅԱՍՏԱՆԻ
ԵՂԻՇԵ ՉԱՐԵՆՑ

Yeghishe Charents
(1897 – 1937)

(1897 - 1937)
Ես իմ անուշ Հայաստանի արեւահամ բառն եմ սիրում,
Մեր հին սազի ողբանուագ, լացակումած լարն եմ
սիրում,
Արնանման ծաղիկների ու վարդերի բոյրը վառման,
Ու նայիրեան աղջիկների հեզաճկուն պա՛րն եմ սիրում:
Սիրում եմ մեր երկինքը մուգ, ջրերը ջինջ, լիճը լուսէ,
Արեւն ամրան ու ձմեռուայ վիշապաձայն բուքը վսեմ,
Մթում կորած խրճիթների անհիւրընկալ պատերը սեւ
Ու հնամեայ քաղաքների հազարամեայ քա՛րն եմ սիրում:
Ուր է՛լ լինեմ – չե՛մ մոռանայ ես ողբաձայն երգերը մեր,
Չե՜մ մոռանայ աղօթք դարձած երկաթագիր գրքերը մեր,
Ինչքան էլ սո՜ւր սիրտս խոցեն արիւնաքամ վէրքերը մեր –
Էլի՛ ես որբ ու արնավառ իմ Հայաստան – եա՛րն եմ
սիրում:
Իմ կարօտած սրտի համար ո՛չ մի ուրիշ հեքիաթ չկայ,
Նարեկացու, Քուչակի պէս լուսապսակ ճակատ չկայ,
Աշխա՛րհ անցի՛ր, Արարատի նման ճերմակ գագաթ չկայ,
Ինչպէս անհաս փառքի ճամբայ՝
ես իմ Մասիս սարն եմ սիրում:

I love the sun-baked taste of Armenian words,
The lilt of ancient words in sweet laments,
Our blood-red, fragrant roses bending,
As in Nayirian dances, danced still by our girls.
I love the deep night sky, our lakes of light,
The winter winds that howl like dragons exhaling fire.
The meanest huts with blackened walls are dear to me;
Each of the thousand-year-old city stones
Wherever I go, I take our mournful music,
Our steel-forged letters turned to prayers.
However sharp my wounds or drained of blood
Or orphaned, my yearning heart turns there with love.
There is no brow, no mind, like Narek's, Kouchak's,
No mountain peak like Ararats.
Search the world there is no crest so white, so holy.
So like an unreached road to glory,
Massis moutain that I love.
Translated by D. der Hovanessian and M. Margossian

Yeghishe Charents (Soghomonian)
Yeghishe Charents was born Yeghishe Abgari Soghomonian in Kars in 1897 to a family involved in the rug trade.
His family hailed from the Armenian community of Maku, Persian Armenia. He first attended an Armenian elementary
school, but later transferred to a Russian technical secondary school in Kars from 1908 to 1912.He spent much of his
time in reading. In 1912, he had his first poem published in the Armenian periodical Patani (Tiflis). Amid the upheavals
of the First World War and the Armenian Genocide in the Ottoman Empire, he volunteered to fight in a detachment in
1915 for the Caucasian Front. Sent to Van in 1915, Charents was witness to the destruction that the Turkish garrison
had laid upon the Armenian population, leaving indelible memories that would later be read in his poems.He left the
front one year later, attending school at the Shanyavski People’s University in Moscow. The horrors of the war and
genocide had scarred Charents and he became a fervent supporter of the Bolsheviks, seeing them as the one true hope
to saving Armenia. Charents joined the Red Army and fought during the Russian Civil War as a rank and file soldier
in Russia (Tsaritsin) and the Caucasus. In 1919, he returned to Armenia and took part in revolutionary activities there.
A year later, he began work at the Ministry of Education as the director of the Art Department. Charents would also
once again take up arms, this time against his fellow Armenians, as a rebellion took place against Soviet rule in February
1921 One of his most famous poems, I love the sun-sweet taste of the word Armenia, a lyric ode to his homeland, was
composed in 1920-1921.
Yeghishe Charents Biography- Mnac Hovannisyan
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TIME VALUE – DATED MATERIAL

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin
Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Independence Day
Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord
Feast of the Assumption of the Holy
Mother-Of -God (Grapes Blessing)
September 8, 2019 Annual Church Picnic
September 15, 2019 Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 21, 2019 Armenian Independence Day
September 29, 2019 Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak
June 23, 2019
July 28, 2019
July 4, 2019
July 28, 2019
August 18, 2019
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