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Front cover:  
Illustration of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian  
Apostolic Church in ink and white pencil on brown  
paper by Vahe Ashodian, architect and fine artist, 2021. 
 

ARTICLES FOR MER DOON 

FROM YOU 
The Mer Doon is accepting articles written by our 

parishioners.  Have you celebrated a milestone – a 

wedding, anniversary, christening or birthday in your 

family?  Have you been somewhere fascinating or 

participated in a special project?  The Mer Doon 

wants to hear about it.  Church organizations are 

strongly encouraged to contribute articles.  Submit 

your articles and photos to hs@sahagmesrob.church.  

Photos should include the following information:  

event name, date, and the identity of each individual 

in the photo.
 

http://www.sahagmesrob.church/
mailto:Hs@sahagmesrob.church
mailto:stsahagmesrob@gmail.com
mailto:hs@sahagmesrob.church
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Unending Change  
 

s strange as it may seem, it appears that as I am getting older, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic 
Church is getting younger. As I add year on top of year to my age, she adds a fresh new look in the 
renovated Memorial Hall. As my beard turns gray, she turns to the planning stages of a beautiful 
new update to her small hall, due to the recent, extremely generous donation from the Parseghian 

Family. It seems that as St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church gets beautified and updated, Father Time marches 
on for Father Oshagan! All kidding aside, these changes are an enormous, welcomed blessing and will bring 
fresh life, new celebrations and joyful gatherings to our Church Community.  

 
Change is a never-ending fact of life. As Heraclitus, the Greek philosopher from the late 6th century BCE, 
wrote “change is the only constant in life.” We can be sure that change will come and it will show its face in 
a variety of ways. There is the face of change we welcome with open arms and is cause for celebration; a new 
baby, a job promotion, a wedding in the family. And then there is change that comes fraught with trepidation 
and fear; an illness, job difficulties, relationship woes. Each of us has to deal with the unpredictability of 
change and the unknown that it brings. While we welcome the joys of positive change, we must gather our 

strength and learn to manage and adjust to the discomfort of uncertainty that unwelcome change may bring.  
 
It has been widely recognized that all the difficult changes we have recently had to deal with – the Artsakh 
War, the pandemic, social discord, the effects of climate change – has given rise to the human need for 
comfort, security and stability. All these upending and difficult changes we have been faced with have 
resulted in the need to seek comfort and security in reliable, supportive sources; family and friends, trusted 
mentors and advisors, and of course, our rock and spiritual home, the Armenian Church. 

 
In this time when so many people seem to be searching for meaning and security, we can always count on the 
stability of the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Church. There is deep spiritual comfort and 
nourishment in the unbroken line of traditional worship, stretching back to the Apostles St. Thaddeus and St. 
Bartholomew, who came to Armenia to spread the Light of Christ, planting the seeds of Christianity in our 
ancestral land. Though we celebrate and embrace the wonderful changes in Memorial Hall and offer our 
deepest gratitude to the Parseghian Family, making renovation changes possible for our small hall, it is 
important to remember that the spiritual fulfillment and heart of the Armenian Apostolic Church is 

unchanging. St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church is where you will find the comfort of peace, deep spirituality, 
the promise of renewed strength, and unfailing stability in our ever-changing world. 
  
And so, even though our St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church is getting younger while I am getting older, her new 
and exciting chapter is filling my old heart and spirit with a youthful essence. I invite you all to join me in 
embracing her changes, changes that will benefit our entire Church Community. 

 

 Fr. Oshagan  
 

A 

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
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Dear Parishioners, 

 
Great things are happening at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob, and I am 
excited to share about them with you! 
 
As parishioners have become more and more comfortable attending 
church in person, we are beginning to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. This time last year, we were in the midst of the uncertainty of 
the pandemic while also reeling from the impact of the attack on our 

people in Artsakh. From a sense of hopelessness, we came together in 
so many ways to put our fate back into our own hands. And while some 
uncertainty still remains, we continue to look forward to new and 
creative ways to serve the community. 
 
Though we were mostly apart, this past year and a half taught us how 
to do things very well, together. That is why, it was especially exciting 

to host our first event since the pandemic began, our Annual Picnic. 
 
Our September picnic was perhaps our most significant in recent memory. We were finally able to be together! 
We were fortunate to have exceptional weather, we indulged in delicious food and great music. And most 
importantly, thanks to a newly installed tent, we were able to do all of this and to enjoy each other’s company 
in a completely safe environment. Thanks to the many dedicated members who are the backbone of our parish, 
our picnic, by all accounts, was a resounding success. 

 
In October we were blessed with a unique opportunity to make a decision as a parish that will impact our 
community for years to come. Thanks to the generosity and commitment of the Parseghian family, a Special 
Parish Assembly took place to accept a gift that will create the John and Helen Parseghian Center. Within the 
coming months, we will embark on a renovation project to transform our fellowship hall and surrounding 
spaces. We are excited to get started and look forward to sharing progress on this project as soon as we can. 
 
This project, combined with the exquisite refinishing of Memorial Hall, represents a new era that we are 

embarking on as a parish. Thanks to the very diligent work to preserve our facility over the years, we are now 
in a better position than ever to address what is most important: Our Church Mission. 
 
In the day-to-day life of the church, it is easy for a Parish Council to get bogged down with addressing a leaky 
roof or reducing heating costs. Sure, these things need to be done, but that isn’t why we are here. Our focus 
now must shift to the mission of the church. For our parish, that begins with the youth. 
 

In our May Annual Parish Assembly, we took significant steps in beginning on this path. We authorized the 
hiring of a full-time youth director. This is a position that we are seeking to fill immediately as we think it is 
of critical importance that the current youth be organized in such a way that they can benefit from the best of 
what the Armenian Church has to offer them. In the coming weeks we will be inviting all parents of children 
from Sunday School age to high school, to meet and learn about the vast number of resources our parish has 
to support their activities and development through the Armenian Church. We will share about the Camp 
Programs, Summer Conferences and other programs, along with the funding that is available for all age groups. 

A Message From Our Parish Council Chairperson 
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It was the vision of past parish leaders that our youth have the resources to thrive. Today, our vision is to 
ensure these resources are fully utilized for the benefit of each and every member of our youth and young adult 
community. We are a Parish Council of former Sunday School students and ACYOA Members. We know 

what the church has to offer and we know the impact it makes on our lives when we embrace it. 
 
We can’t do this alone. As dedicated members and friends of our parish community, you know how important 
this is to the life of our parish. We invite you to join us in this endeavor. Let us know who you think would 
like to attend or teach Sunday School. Perhaps you know the next ACYOA chair or treasurer or you know 
someone who would love to attend St. Vartan Camp. It is time to focus on the growth of the future leaders of 
our community. Let’s do this together! 
 

 Alex Topakbashian 
Chairman, Parish Council 
office@sahagmesrob.church 
 

 

Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God 
 

Each year on the Sunday closest to 

August 15th, the Armenian Church 

celebrates the Assumption of the 

Holy Mother-of-God.  This feast is 

the fourth of five major feasts of the 

Armenian Church, and the oldest 

commemoration dedicated to St. 

Mary. On this day we honor the 

Mother-of-God with deep and 

abiding respect and recognize the 

promise Christ made to her that she 

would be delivered unto heaven. 

Along with the Assumption of the 

Holy Mother-of-God, the Armenian 

Church holds the annual ceremony of 

the  

Blessing of the Grapes. This beautiful ceremony with its roots in the Old Testament is rich in 

symbolism and traditionally marked the beginning of the harvest season. Here at St. Sahag & St. 

Mesrob Apostolic Church, Hayr Sourp blessed the grapes before they were distributed among the 

faithful in attendance, saying in part, "We ask the Heavenly Father to bless this cluster of grapes, the 

first fruit of the year, to be a communion and a healing power as we eat with faith and 

understanding.” 
 

 

mailto:office@sahagmesrob.church
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Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 

The Armenian Church celebrated the Feast of the 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross, along with the 

Antasdan Service and Blessing of the Basil, on 

Sunday, September 12th. Every year this feast day is 

held on the Sunday falling between September 11–

17.  It is the last of the five major feast days, 

otherwise known as Tabernacle Feasts  of the 

Armenian Apostolic Church, and is the most 

important of the four feasts dedicated to the Holy 

Cross in the liturgical calendar of the Armenian 

Church. It celebrates the return of the Holy Cross to 

Jerusalem after it had been captured by the Persians 

in 614 A.D. Hayr Sourp performed the traditional 

blessing of a cross in a bed of basil while chanting ancient prayers. He then prayed over the 

parishioners, saying in part, “Let the sweet scent of the basil bring to your homes, enlightenment, 

peace, comfort and good health to each one of you.” The blessed basil was then distributed among 

the faithful in attendance. 

 

Special Parish Assembly 

 
On Sunday, October 10th, a Special Parish 
Assembly was held in which 
our Parish approved a proposal presented by 
the Parseghian Family to establish the John 
& Helen Parseghian Fund, with the 

Permanent Endowment Fund, to renovate the 
present building housing the Sunday School, 
bookstore, choir room, ACYOA, kitchen, 
and what is presently Hayatian Hall.  The 
building will be renamed the John & Helen 
Parseghian Center and the new main room 
will be renamed Parseghian Hall.  The 

Parseghian Family has donated a total of 
$800,000, to be used in whole, or in part, for the renovation with any remainder to be placed in the PEF and 
distributed annually to the General Fund for parish operations in accordance with guidelines then in place for 
earnings distributions.  The lawn area nearest to the main entrance of the John and Helen Parseghian Center 
will be transformed into a landscaped prayer and meditation garden, and together with the grounds across the 
driveway, will be named in honor of the Boyajian family.  The naming of the center and garden/grounds shall 
remain in place for at least 25 years.  Following that period and after the passing of Greg Parseghian, if another 
donor contributes the inflation adjusted equivalent of the Parseghian Family’s gift, the Parish Council reserves 

the right to rename these locations. The Pastor and Parish Council are very appreciative of this wonderful gift. 
 

 Lisa Manookian  
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Annual Fall Picnic 
 

The beauty of the Philadelphia-Armenian community lies in the 

strong sense of unity that exists here. That sense of community is 

just as strong in our wonderful parish.  St Sahag & St Mesrob 

Armenian Apostolic Church’s Annual Fall Picnic on Sunday, 

September 12, 2021, was proof of such magnetism.  It was so 

wonderful to be able to hold this tradition in-person again.  We 

had a great turnout at our event, and there was such joy among 

the attendees.  Numerous people told me first-hand how great it 

felt to be all together again at our annual picnic for the first time 

since the onset of the pandemic. 

 

The delectable cuisine was enjoyed by all, as was the lively 

entertainment.  The Women’s Guild put together a tasty and 

abundant sweets table.  The band, including Philly’s own David Hoplamazian, Chris Vosbikian, Jim Kzirian and 

Jake Terkanian, was a huge hit.  Their performance in front of the stained-glass church doors was spectacular, and 

quite poetic.  We had a wonderful magician and balloon artist, “Captain (Dave) Swirly,” who provided great 

amusement for all the kids.  We were also quite fortunate that the weather was gorgeous that day.   

 

Our event sponsors deserve great acclaim for their generosity.  We sincerely thank the following people who 

sponsored our event: 

The Bazarbashian Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Shahab Minassian 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams 

 

It was indeed an honor to serve as the chair of this picnic.  However, I certainly could not have done this witho ut 

the tremendous help of our dedicated parishioners.  I would like to especially thank Julyet Degirmenci, Rosine 

Gouveia, Alex Topakbashian, John Baboujian and Steve Keytanjian for their dedication to helping coordinate the 

various logistics of the food and supplies prior to and during the event. I would also like to share my gratitude for 

Hayr Oshagan Gulgulian and Elizabeth Barsamian, both of whom worked diligently to disseminate the event flyer 

throughout our community on short notice. Thank you to 

Carol Keosayian who made the calls to schedule all the 

volunteers and to Tina Bejian-Binnion, who helped put 

together a spectacular flyer.  Lisa Kailian and Alene 

Schreiner provided amazing help throughout the whole 

process, and Jeff Bedrosian, who coordinated the sales 

equipment and team, I thank you all. Last, but certainly 

not least, I must commend the tremendous efforts of so 

many of our Parish Council members and all the 

volunteers, who worked tirelessly during the event, 

between running and serving food, selling beverages, and 

helping to setup before and break down after the event.  

Our picnic required a village and a massive effort to 

orchestrate.  In the end, it was a wonderful and very 

successful affair, and our parishioners and friends 

experienced the type of enjoyable and memorable event that St. Sahag & St. Mesrob is known for.  We look forward 

to seeing everyone next year! 
 

 Vicken Bazarbashian 
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Gifts to the Church 
 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank some generous parishioners for their gifts to St. Sahag and St. 

Mesrob. We are truly fortunate to have such wonderful community members who so lovingly donate to our 
church. 
 

You may have noticed a large, beautiful rug welcoming you as you enter the Narthex. Our deep appreciation 
and thank you goes to Sheena, Daniel, Anne, Gregory and Elise Dadourian. It is fitting to have such a beautiful 

piece immediately upon entering our spiritual home to greet us as we come to worship at our beautiful St. 
Sahag & St. Mesrob Apostolic Church. 
 

We also received another beautiful rug, which will find its special location in St. Sahag & St. Mesrob soon. It 
complements our church and existing décor wonderfully. The heartfelt thank you for this kind donation goes 
to Joseph and Juliet Michaelian. Unique pieces like this truly enhance the beauty of our parish. 
 

Rozaline Meguerian has donated lovingly hand crocheted one-of-a-kind pieces for our Prayer Room and Holy 
Altar. They are perfect adornments to those spaces. Thank you for your gifts. 
 

Last, but not least, Lucille Mikaelian donated funds to be used for the purchase of small appliances for the 
kitchen. Our food crew is excited to report that they now have a food saver that will be used as they prepare 
for the many events we hold. Thank you for helping make their food preparation easier. 
 

May God bless all of our generous donors and their families.  
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”    2 Corinthians 9:7-8 
 

 Alene Schreiner 
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WOMEN’S GUILD 
 

Since our wonderful church picnic in September, 
we've been fortunate to have had a few 
lovely gatherings together.  It has been so nice 
to witness new friendships being made, one's 
social circle expanding, women enjoying each 
other's company, and smiles and laughter galore. 
 
On September 26, thirteen women enjoyed a fun 

lunch together before walking the beautiful 
grounds of Chanticleer, a botanical garden 
located in Wayne, PA.  Congratulations to 
Florence Kazanjian, the eldest of the group, for 
walking the grounds for 3.5 hours with just a 15-
minute break.  Most impressive!  It was a 
wonderful day in so many ways, and it was a 

great kickoff to our fall activities. 
 
On October 2, we had a memorable visit with a long time Guild member and Philadelphia resident, Rose 
Hagopian.  Six of us drove into the city to meet Rose and have a delicious lunch at Marathon Grill.  It was 
another sunny and comfortable day, which made our walk from Rose's home to the restaurant that much more 
enjoyable.  Walking through Rittenhouse Square never gets old, and being educated by Rose as to buildings 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS’ NEWS  
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and the area was an added bonus.   After 
lunch, we had to stop at Metropolitan Bakery 
before being treated to a tour of the absolutely 
beautiful, award-winning rooftop garden at 

Rose's condo.  Those who knew Rose back in 
the day were thrilled to see her again and catch 
up, while others were very happy to meet 
her.  Sharing time together, socializing, and 
putting smiles on our faces all provides for 
lasting and happy memories.  I believe the 
Women's Guild hits that mark. 
 

Finally, we've been busy in the Hayatian 
kitchen making choreg, manti, sou boreg and 
imam bayildi in preparation for the upcoming 
bazaar.  Personally, I can't get over the turnout 

we've been having.  Even before the pandemic, I don't remember this many people coming out to assist.  Thank 
you to each and every one of you who has taken time out of your busy days to assist with this undertaking.  I 
recognize it's a big one, but the number of volunteers has helped make the large task manageable.  I truly hope 

you feel uplifted when you leave, knowing you are helping our church significantly.   
 
We plan on having activities in the winter months.  Stay tuned.  As always, if you have an idea for a Guild 
event or would like to be added to our email list, please email me at ndersimonian@gmail.com. 
 

 Nancy DerSimonian 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Our Sunday school started the year with 
registration on September 12th at the St. 
Sahag & St. Mesrob Annual Picnic. We 
have thirty students this year, from Pre-K 
to 11th grade. It’s wonderful to see so many 
children on Sunday mornings in church, 
and this year, we are grateful to have some 
Sunday School graduates helping us teach 

our youngest students. We are focused on 
teaching the “We Believe” curriculum 
from the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America, which was updated 
this past year. This covers Bible basics, 
Armenian Church traditions and 
everything our students need to know about 

our church and having a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

We met at Highlands Orchard on Saturday, October 23rd to pick pumpkins and apples. Everyone enjoyed the 

beautiful farm, orchard and fresh air. We look forward to preparing some items for sale for the Christmas Food  

mailto:ndersimonian@gmail.com
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Festival as a fundraising 
event. Please be on the 

lookout for the Sunday 
School items. The sales 
help us by covering the 
costs of our student books 
and other events 
throughout the year. 
Following the Christmas 

Food Festival, our 
students will be busy 
preparing for our 
Christmas pageant, to be 
held on Sunday, 
December 19th. Mark 
your calendars for this 
very special annual event. 
 

 Teresa Yenovkian 
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MEN’S CLUB  

  
 

After a long hiatus during the pandemic, the Senior Men’s Club is once again gathering together at St. Sahag 
& St. Mesrob for fellowship and camaraderie. The men meet in Hayatian Hall on Thursdays from 10:30 am – 
3:00 pm. They play cards, backgammon and have lunch. New members are always welcome. 
 

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob’s Men’s Club will be hosting a Men’s Thanksgiving Dinner on Tuesday evening, 
November 16th at 6:30 pm. We will join together in Hayatian Hall for fellowship and a traditional Thanksgiving 
Dinner, including roast turkey, side dishes and desserts. Come early and help prepare or just come for dinner 
fellowship. Cost: $20. All men welcome! 

Please RSVP to: alexmamourian@me.com  
 

 Alex mamourian 
 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE  
 

A History of the Construction of Our Holy Altar 
 

For the next two issues of Mer Doon, your Church Archives 
is offering two articles about the Holy Altar:  Part I - A 
History About the Construction of Our Holy Altar and Part 
2 - What’s On the Holy Altar?  The first installment follows. 
 

There is a plaque on the Holy Altar with the following 
inscription:  In recognition of the efforts of Right Reverend 
Bishop Papken Varjabedian in initiating an Altar Fund on 
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of his Ordination. 
 

Our church’s beautiful altar is of marble imported from Italy 
and its design is based on Armenian ecclesiastical 
architecture.  Unfortunately, we have only a few photographs 
of the actual process.  Fortunately, our Church’s 50th 
Anniversary Book has recollections from Marie Hoplamazian Azadian, Harry Hoplamazian, Jr., and Vaughn 

John Alabilikian (L) and Joeseph Hoplamazian, Sr. (R) 

mailto:alexmamourian@me.com
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Hoplamazian, who, in 1968, were ages 19, 16, and 12, respectively.  The following are excerpts from the 50th 
Anniversary Book: 
“It was 1968, there was great excitement in the house when the call came that the crates had arrived from Italy 
at the Port of Philadelphia.  Dad called Uncle John (Avedis Alabilikian) and they went to see them.” 
 

Marie, Harry, Jr., and Vaughn also recalled crates being numbered in roman numerals, complete with 

instructions in Italian.  Harry, Sr. knew John Cappelli, a member of the Italian American Club of Wayne, 
whose good friends/club members offered input in organizing the project.  Shoring up the altar floor in the 
basement was just one major task.  Transferring the crates into the Sanctuary from Harry, Sr.’s landscaping 
trucks via the side doors was another.  They all pitched in, removing the doors, pews, rugs and the 
railing.  They created ramps to move the boulders (carved marble pieces). 
 

“The final assembly required finesse, 1 inch by 1 inch gold cubes (mosaics) had to be cemented one by one 
inside the Altar’s ceiling. There were hundreds of them. They set up the scaffolding and Uncle John 

(Alabilikian) laid on the boards as Harry and I (Vaughn) watched him one by one cement them in place.  We 
would be there till after midnight often handing him tiles and whatever else he needed. It seemed like weeks 
went by before it was done.” 
 

It appears that no funding was available for the construction of the altar, which prompted John Alabilikian to 
volunteer to take on the dangerous task of constructing the altar.  He was helped by an Italian-American 
stonemason from South Philadelphia whose name has since been lost through time. John had no previous 
masonry experience.  
 

We found in our Archives a working drawing stating that the altar’s weight is 20 tons. To move the marble 
required both a special scaffolding and winch.  In all, it took 7 weeks of 6 working days to complete. The Holy 

Altar was consecrated by the Primate, Archbishop Torcom Manoogian, on April 22, 1970, in a candlelight 
service.  A reception followed. 
 

 Archives Committee 
 

Zoom Series on Armenia, Artsakh and the Aftermath of the 

Artsakh War  
 

Our Zoom series, Armenia, Artsakh and the Aftermath of the Artsakh War, was a virtual program we 

organized in an effort to keep our parish continually focused on the needs of our homeland and the 

many projects initiated by organizations as a result of the September 2020 war.  Our final program 

took place on June 17 featuring the founders of Learning Mission Armenia, one of the many 

organizations created in the aftermath of the Artsakh War, which has made a huge impact in the lives 

of Armenia’s heroes who need our continued support.   Rouben Gargaloyan, an IT engineer and 

architect, and his wife, Narine Shakhramanyan, an Armenian teacher, co-founded the organization, 

with a focus on providing education to Armenia’s war veterans, and other disadvantaged social 

groups in Armenia.  The program was well received with a core group of loyal followers.  The sub-

committee included the V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian (Pastor), Alex Topakbashian (Parish Council 

Chair) and committee members, Lisa Kailian, Lisa Manookian, and Robin Williams.  
 

 Lisa Manookian 
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Meet the Apostles 

 
 

Like everyone else, I have had to adjust to the change I spoke about in the Pastor’s Corner on page 

2. The changes that the pandemic ushered in forced me to find new ways to reach my parishioners. 

One way I have done so is with a Monday morning religious studies series that began in the heat of 

the pandemic with the Monday Morning Prayer series, continued with a second series this summer 

called Summer Psalms, and is currently in its third chapter this fall with a series called Meet the 

Apostles. Every Monday morning you have the opportunity to learn about one of Christ’s Apostles. 

Who were they? How were they called? What was recorded about them in the Bible?  

 

Though the pandemic brought many changes that were very difficult, it also inspired in me new ideas 

to shape the way forward.  Reaching out to the faithful on Monday morning with a short spiritual 

lesson has provided a new opportunity to experience the power and grounding of spiritual 

nourishment at the start of each week.  

 

Meet the Apostles began in September and will continue every Monday morning into December. If 

you would like to be added to my email list, please send me an email at hs@sahagmesrob.church or 

you can visit the project on our website at www.sahagmesrob.church or on our Facebook page at St. 

Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church.  
 

 Fr. Oshagan  
 

mailto:hs@sahagmesrob.church
http://www.sahagmesrob.church/
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Community Recognition 

 

Our very own St. Sahag & St. Mesrob parishioners, Mr. and Mrs. 

Vram “Ned” and Sylvia Nedurian, were honored in Newtown 

Square Friends & Neighbors as “2021 Newtown Square Friends 

& Neighbors of the Year.” The Nedurians have been involved in 

the community life of Newtown Square for decades. In fact, at the 

age of 97, the township recognized Mr. Nedurian for 50 years of 

service. To read more about the lives of Ned and Sylvia Nedurian 

and their community recognition, go to: 

www.newtownsquaremag.com and select “READ ONLINE” 

where you will find past issues, including the June 2021 issue with 

the Nedurians on the front cover. Tap the image to read the article. 

 
Photo Credit: Sierra Clark Photography 

Annual Christmas Festival  
 

We are very excited about our upcoming annual Christmas Festival, and preparations have begun to take shape. 

Although we were looking forward to reconnecting with many members of our parish community in the 

coming months, we made the decision to host this year’s festival as a pick-up and go event.  We are currently 

designing and creating the event to be special this year given our circumstances and we hope you will join us 

for food, raffles and other special features.  Our advance order and dinner donor forms are out and food 

preparation is in full swing.  When you pick up your order, you will also be able to get additional pastries from 

our Women’s Guild who will have a special table of pre-packaged sweets, along with our Sunday School, busy 

preparing a few surprises of their own.  We will also have a 50/50 raffle (coming in the mail!) along with a 

limited number of raffle prizes featuring a little something for everyone.  
 

  Lisa Manookian and Ani Yeramyan Speirs 

Thank you 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council and myself, I would like to extend our deepest appreciation and thank you to 

the Parseghian Family for their generous donation that will provide for the renovation of the building that 
houses Hayatian Hall, the kitchen, the Sunday School, the choir room, the ACYOA room and the bookstore, 
as well as the establishment of a prayer/meditation garden just outside the building. This philanthropic gift 
from Helen Parseghian and her son, Greg Parseghian, is a reflection of the spiritual strength and lasting 
impact St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church has on our faithful and our Armenian community 
at large. This gift will indeed touch many, many lives in the future and leave a deep legacy of the faith, love 
and commitment the Parseghian Family holds for St. Sahag & St. Mesrob and our community. 
 

For our part, we intend to handle this gift with great care and insure it is applied wisely. We thank the 
Parseghian Family again for their generosity and recognition of our spiritual home, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 
Armenian Apostolic Church. 
 

 Fr. Oshagan  

http://www.newtownsquaremag.com/
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ՏՕՆԵՐ-ԱՒԱՆԴՈՒԹԻՒՆՆԵՐ 

Սուրբ Յակոբ Մծբնացի Հայրապետ 
 

Սուրբ Յակոբ Մծբնացի հայրապետը ծնած է Մծբին քաղաքին մէջ, 

այժմու Նուսայպին-Թուրքիա եւ վախճանած է 338ին: Ծնունդով ասորի 

եղած է եւ հայկական աղբիւրներու համաձայն Գրիգոր Լուսաւորիչի 

հօրաքրոջը՝ Խոսրովուհիի որդին է: Մանկութիւնը անցուցած է 

Կեսարիոյ մէջ եւ իր երիտասարդութեան առաջին տարիները նուիրած 

է ուսման: Հոգեւորական իր կրթութիւնը ստացած է Կեսարիոյ մէջ, 

Սուրբ Գրիգոր Լուսաւորիչի հետ: 

Օժտուած ըլլալով վարչական մեծ ու բազմաթիւ կարողութիւններով ու 

յատկապէս ունեցած ժողովրդականութեամբ, Անտիոքի Մելիտոս 

հայրապետը զինք եպիսկոպոս կը ձեռնադրէ պատմական Ամիդ 

(Տիգրանակերտ) քաղաքին մէջ՝ Մծբինի աթոռին համար, 330ին: Անոր 

համար Ս. Յակոբ կը ստանայ Մծբնայ հայրապետ կոչումը: 

Իր մասին այլ կենսագրական մանրամասնութիւններ կը պակսին: 

Միայն մեզի հասած տեղեկութիւններէն կրնանք քաղել, թէ Ս. Յակոբ 

եղած է հմուտ կրօնապետ եւ քրիստոնէական նախնական դարերու 

մեծագոյն ուսուցիչ: 

Իր անուան վերագրուած են կարգ մը վարդապետական 

ուսուցողական գրութիւններ, ճառեր, բարոյախօսականներ, որոնք 

հայերէնի թարգմանուած են Ե. դարուն: 

Ս. Յակոբ ըլլալով հռետոր, քաջ քարոզիչ, ճգնող եւ միաժամանակ հրաշագործ մը, Նիկիոյ Տիեզերական 

Ա. ժողովին (325) մասնակցած է եւ մեծ համբաւ հանած: 

Ան արեւելեան եկեղեցիներուն մէջ ու յատկապէս հայ եւ ասորի շրջապատէն ներս ամէնէն յարգուած 

սուրբերէն մէկը եղած է: Ս. Յակոբ Մծբնացի հայրապետը նկատուած է նաեւ Ուղղափառ 

քրիստոնէական եկեղեցւոյ մեծ պաշտպաններէն մէկը, ընդդէմ Արիոսի եւ արիոսականութեան, որոնք 

այդ օրերուն դատապարտուած էին Նիկիոյ ժողովէն: 

Մինչեւ իսկ աւանդութիւն մը կ’ըսէ, որ Ս. Յակոբ իր աղօթքներով անիծած ըլլալով Արիոսը, ան մեծ 

չարչարանքով մահացած է: Կը պատմուի նաեւ, թէ Շապուհ Բ. արքան աշխարհածաւալ իր 

բանակներով, 70 օրեր կը պաշարէ Մծբինը: Սակայն շնորհիւ Ս. Յակոբ Մծբնայ հայրապետի 

աղօթքներուն եւ իմաստուն միջոցառումներուն, կը ձախողի պարսկական այս արշաւանքը: 

Իր տօնը կը յիշատակուի Դեկտեմբեր 12-18ին զուգադիպող Շաբաթ օրուան, որուն կանխող 

ձմեռնային շաբաթապահքը ծանօթ է Ս. Յակոբի պահք անունով: Նոյնիսկ Ս. Գրիգոր Նարեկացին 

հիացող մը եղած է Մծբնայ հայրապետին, որուն նուիրած է իր ներբողական գրութիւններէն մէկը: 

Ցոյց տալու համար Աստուածաշնչական պատմութիւններու ճշմարտութիւնը, ան փորձած է 

բարձրանալ Արարատի գագաթը եւ սակայն սարսափելի վերելքին ամբողջական նուաճումը անկարելի 

ըլլալով, բաւարարուած է Նոյեան Տապանէն կտոր մը ապահովելով ու վերադառնալով: Ըստ 
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աւանդութեան, յիշեալ առիթով աստուածառաք հրեշտակ մը, գնահատելով ցուցաբերուած զօրաւոր 

հաւատքը եւ յամառութիւնը սրբազան նպատակին մէջ, հայրապետին կը յանձնէ յիշեալ մասունքը, որ 

մինչեւ այսօր իբրեւ սրբութիւն կը պահուի Ս. Էջմիածնի գանձատան մէջ: 

Հայ ժողովուրդը, առ ի յիշատակ այս մեծ սուրբին, դարերու ընթացքին բազմաթիւ եկեղեցիներ 

կառուցած եւ նուիրած է անոր անուան: Աշխարհի գրեթէ բոլոր հայաշատ քաղաքներուն մէջ անոր 

անունը կրող եկեղեցիները մատաղօրհնէքով եւ եկեղեցական փառաշուք հանդիսութիւններով կը նշեն 

Ս. Յակոբայ տօնը: 

Հայ-ասորական հին եւ սերտ յարաբերութեանց ամէնէն յատկանշական փաստերէն մէկն է իր 

յիշատակին յարգանքին ջերմութիւնը մեր մէջ: 

Համաձայն հայկական գոյութիւն ունեցող աւանդութիւններուն, ընտանեկան յարկերու տակ եւս տեղի 

կ’ունենան ուրախալի ընդունելութիւններ եւ ուրախ առիթով կը շնորհաւորեն Յակոբ անունը 

կրողները: 

(Կ. Պետրոսեանի «Հայաստանեայց եկեղեցւոյ եւ ազգային աւանդութիւններ» եւ այլք) 

Commemoration of the Pontiff St. James of Nisibis 
 

A beloved saint to the Armenians, The Pontiff St. James of Nisibis 
was known as “Thaumaturge,” or Wonderworker, for the vast and 
numerous miracles attributed to him. According to hagiographical 
sources, he is known as an offspring of the Parthian dynasty and 
the nephew of St. Gregory the Illuminator. During the persecution 
of family members, as babies he and his siblings were taken to 
safety and educated in the Christian spirit. In his young adulthood, 
James eventually rebuffed the comfortable life and withdrew to 
the desert to pray and live the life of a hermit.  
 
James became aware the from St. Maruge that people harbored 
serious doubt, despite their claim to faith, about the Great Flood 
and Noah’s Ark. He took it upon himself to climb Mt. Ararat where 
the Ark was to have landed to recover a piece of it. Although he 
labored long and hard to reach to top, he could not conquer the 
summit and he laid down to rest. During his sleep an angel came 
to him and placed a piece of the Ark beneath his head. According 
to tradition, a cool stream with miraculous healing properties sprung up where James had laid his head. 
In time, a church of his name was built on the spot. And the piece of the Ark James brought back from 
Mt. Ararat to prove the Ark’s existence, to this day is kept in the museum of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin.  
 
James became an honorable and highly respected, beloved leader. When the Bishop of Nisibis died, God 
appeared to Maruge (a teacher and mentor of James) telling him that James should be named as the next 
Bishop of Nisibis.  He was ordained Bishop in 320 AD. After leading his flock for many, many years, St. 
James passed away in 350 AD. 
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Baptism & Chrismation 
 

Ani Isla Young 

Daughter of Brian Douglas Young & 

 Ida Tsaghig Teberian 

Godfather: Vahan Teberian 

Godmother: Erin Guarini 

August 14, 2021 

 
 

 

 

Tigran Mirzakhanyan 
Son of Aleksandr Mirzakhanyan & Anna Grigoryan 

Godfather: Artashes Barseghyan  

Godmother: Margarita Micrtchyan 

September 10, 2021 

 

Davit Mirzakhanyan 

Son of Aleksandr Mirzakhanyan & 

Anna Grigoryan 

Godfather: Artashes Barseghyan  

Godmother: Margarita Micrtchyan 

September 10, 2021 

SACRAMENTS &GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
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Blanca Bee Kitabjian 

Daughter of Steve Kitabjian & Maral Megerian 

Godfather: Michael Kitabjian 

Godmother: Lara Bermingham 

September 11, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Ariana Danielyan 

Daughter of Suren Danielyan & 

Suzanne Rechelian 

Godfather: Armand Rechelian  

October 9, 2021 
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Funerals 
Deacon Hagop Artin Kitabjian  
Entered into his eternal rest on July 7, 2021. 
 

John Meterissian  
Entered into his eternal rest on July 8, 2021. 
 

Aida Aras  
Entered into her eternal rest on Sept. 6, 2021. 
 

Keith Feerrar  
Entered into his eternal rest on Sept. 19, 2021. 
 

Gift s to the Church 
General Donations 

 
Mrs. Vergine Amadouni Sertlian 
Mr. Hagop Arzoumanian                 
Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian                 
Mr. & Mrs. Missak Boghosian      
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Boyajian        
Arlington Cemetery         
Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian   
Mr. Armen Derderian      

Mr. & Mrs. George Dulgerian        
Ms. Terrie Gaspar  
Mrs. Taylor Godby           
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan Gureghian - In memory of Harry 

& Ann Gureghian 
     
 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hoplamazian   
Ms. Veronica Jones            
Ms. Lisa Kailian - In honor of Katrina Selverian & 

Ara Kailian's engagement 
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Kazanjian - Thank you to Hayr 

Sourp for visit & funeral services                  
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian - In honor of grandson 

Samuel Mesrob McNelis' Rutger's graduation 

Mrs. Marie Roesler           
Mr. Samer Yacoub and Dr. Maral Seroon                  
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Setrakian            
 

TOTAL  $10,215.00 
 

Permanent Endowment Fund 
Mrs. Helen Parseghian and Family    TOTAL $800,000.00 
 

Annual Church Picnic 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard 
The Bazarbashian Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 
Mr. & Mrs. Grant DiLibero 
Dr. & Mrs. Shahab Minassian 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams     TOTAL  $1,800.00 
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Grapes Blessing 
 

Ms. Alma Alabilikian 
Mrs. Mary Arabatli 

Mrs. Angele Arutunian 
Mrs. Alice Aznavourian 
Ms. Linda Babikian 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Baltaian 
Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 
Dr. Garabed Teberian & Dr. Edwig Basil 
Mrs. Rose Bidoyan 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bozadjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chamoun 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 
Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian 
Mr. & Mrs. Nishan DerSimonian 
Mrs. Alice Dertadian 
Mrs. Mary Dulgerian 
Mr. Sargis Grigoryan 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hackett 
Mrs. Araxie Ishkhanian 
Mrs. Silva Kailian 
Mr. Michael Kazanjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keytanjian 
Mrs. Rita Khachadourian 
Ms. Hasmik Kolandjian 

Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Mamourian 
Ms. Lisa Manookian 

Mrs. Nora Martayan 
Mrs. Rozaline Meguerian 
Yn. Angel Metjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mihranian 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mikaelian 
Ms. Mary Odabashian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian 
Mrs. Satenik Petrosian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Ramoundos 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Schreiner 
Mr. Samer Yacoub and Dr. Maral Seroon 
Mr. & Mrs. Krikor Soghomonian 
Mr. & Mrs. Onik Solakian 
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Stepanyan 
Mr. & Mrs. Aris Topakbashian 

Mrs. Veronica Torcomian 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Yilanjian 
Ms. Arpie Zerounian 
 

TOTAL  $3,140.00

Altar Flowers  
 

Ms. Alma Alabilikian 

Ms. Anet Baghdasarian 
Mrs. Millie Barsamian 
Mr. & Mrs. Missak Boghosian 
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Boornazian 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bozadjian 
Mr. John Eskandarian 

Mrs. Nora Martayan 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mikaelian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian 
Ms. Arpie Zerounian 
 
TOTAL  $960.00 

Easter Youghakin 
 

Mr. Herman Ajamian 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Alyanakian 
Vergine Amadouni Sertlian 
Mrs. Angele Arutunian 
Mrs. Alice Aznavourian 

Ms. Linda Babikian 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Baltaeff 
Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 
Mr. & Mrs. Missak Boghosian 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Boyajian 

Mr. & Mrs. David Bozadjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Burg 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cannuscio 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chamoun 
Mrs. Sheena Dadourian 

Estella dba Cycle Sport 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 
Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian 
Mr. & Mrs. Nishan DerSimonian 
Mrs. Alice Dertadian 
Mr. Simone Djevharian 
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Siranus Esenyan 
Mr. John Eskandarian 
Mr. & Mrs. Clive Gouveia 
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan Gureghian 

Mr. George Gurenlian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hackett 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hagopian 
Mrs. Shirley Hajinian 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hoplamazian 
Mrs. Siran Karagulian 
Mrs. Florence Kazanjian 
Mrs. Carol Keosayian 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keytanjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Keytanjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Raffi Khatchikian 
Mrs. Berjouhi Kitabjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Antranik Kordzian 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Mamourian 
Mrs. Maritza Mamourian 

Mrs. Rozaline Meguerian 
Mr. & Mrs. Meroojan Mellian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mesigian 

Yn. Angel Metjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Vram Nedurian Jr. 
Mrs. Emasdouhy Odabashian 
Mrs. Lorie Odabashian 

Ms. Mary Odabashian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian 
Mr. & Mrs. Zohrab Odabashian 
Mrs. Satenik Petrosian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Ramoundos  
Mrs. Sallee Rush 
Mr. Albert Seraydarian  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Digliani 

Ms. Marie Simonian 
Mrs. Christine Tchorbajian 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Tefankjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Aris Topakbashian 
Mrs. Veronica Torcomian 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Wanamaker  
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams 

Mrs. Takouhie Yenovkian 
Ms. Arpie Zerounian 
 

TOTAL  $6, 645.00 
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In Memoriam In Lieu Of Flowers 

 Sincere sympathy is extended by the Pastor and Parish Council to the families of 

those parishioners who have departed from this life.  May God receive the souls of 

all the departed into His everlasting kingdom and send the heavenly consolation of 

His Holy Spirit to those who mourn. 
 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations (Additional) 

In Memory of Seerarpy Opy Eskandarian 
 

Mr. Stephen Dulgarian 
Mrs. Florence Kazanjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Souren Kurkjian 

Mr. & Mrs. John Papazian 
Dianne Rees  
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams 
Ms. Arpie Zerounian  

 

TOTAL  $7,030.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Deacon Hagop A. Kitabjian 

 

Ms. Alma Alabilikian 

Ms. Linda Babikian 

Mrs. Lynn Baboujian 

Ms. Arlene Baker 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard 

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church Choir 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 

Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian 

Mrs. Helen Dervishian 

Mr. Simone Djevharian 

Mr. Joseph Garabedian 

Mr. & Mrs. Clive Gouveia 

Ms. Debra Halejian-Duckman 

Mr. & Mrs. Hrant Jilozian 

Mr. & Mrs. Armen Kailian 

Mrs. Silva Kailian 

Ms. Maral Kaloustian 

Mr. Vartan Karakelian 

Mrs. Asdghig Kazanjian 

Mrs. Florence Kazanjian 

 

Mrs. Gloria Keleshian 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keytanjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Keytanjian 

Mrs. Berjouhi Kitabjian 

Mr. & Mrs. David Kitabjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harout Kitabjian 

Mr. Derenig Kostikian 

Ms. Lisa Manookian 

Mr. & Mrs. Hrair Megerian 

Yn. Angel Metjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian 

Ms. Tina Salerno 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Selverian 

Mr. Richard Shelengian 

Mr. & Mrs. Karnig Torossian 

Ms. Nancy Wachter 

Susan Wienckowski 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Noubar Yeremian 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Yilanjian 

Ms. Arpie Zerounian 

 

TOTAL  $ 2,020.00 
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In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of - John Meterissian  
 

Mr. Pierre Avedissian 

Mr. Bryan Botta 

Donna Botta 

Mr. Adam Cutler 

Mrs. Susan DerHagopian 

Mrs. Valerie DerPilbosian 

Mr. Charles Dietz 

Ms. Marguerite Donoian 

Mr. Kenneth Gureghian 

Mrs. Margaret Gureghian 

Mrs. Helen Guveyian 

Mrs. Gay Hagopian 

Ms. Tina Hagopian 

Mrs. Lynn Hajatian 

Ms. Jacqueline Hovsepian 

Mrs. Rose Jehanian 

Mr. Robert Kangian 

Mr. Edward Kazanjian 

Mr. Michael Kazanjian 

Mr. John Lillis 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mamigonian 

Mrs. Marsha Marshall 

Mr. & Mrs. George Mesigian 

Ms. Tricia Mesigian 

Mrs. Virginia Meterissian 

Ms. Virginia Mukalian 

Mrs. Monique Nabb 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Pogharian 

Mr. Alexander Santerian 

Mr. David Santerian 

Mrs. Linda Santerian 

Mrs. Valerie Santerian 

Ms. Donna Sarkisian 

Mr. Felix Saulino 

Mr. Jack Vosbikian 

Mr. James Vosbikian 

Mr. Michael Vosbikian 

Mr. Steven Vosbikian 

Mr. Thomas Vosbikian 

Mrs. Donna Walter 

Mr. Mark Wellner 

Mr. Gregory Yulduzian 

Mrs. Jean Zacker 
 

TOTAL  $5,151.00  

 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Keith Feerrar  

 

Ms. Cheryl Aker 

Mr. & Mrs. Ohan Arabatlian 

Mrs. Angele Arutunian 

Mr. & Mrs. Armen Arutunian 

Ms. Paulette Aydinian 

Mr. & Mrs. Soghomon Balabanian 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 

Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian 

Mr. Mukuch Kaladjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kzelian 

Holy Lakatosh 

Mr. Mickey Maloney 

Mr. & Mrs. Avetis Marashlian 

Mrs. Rozaline Meguerian 

Mrs. Siranoush Melkonyan 

Ms. Ruzanna Ohanian 

Mrs. Betty Rechelian 

TransUnion LLC. 

 

TOTAL  $1,000.00 

 

In Lieu of Flowers Donations 

In Memory of Aida Aras  

 

Mr. & Mrs. Loutfi Arabatlian 

Mrs. Gigi Arakelian 

Mrs. Lusintak Arargil 

Mr. Simon Arargil 

Mr. & Mrs. Aret Aras 

Ms. Arlene Aras 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard 

Mr. Steven Barsamian 

Mr. Hagop Bezdikian 

Muge Caglar 

Arpi Candan 

Arlington Cemetery 
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Mr. & Mrs. Mikael Degirmenci 

Ms. Elaine Farashian 

Ms. Diane Frankian 

Ms. Angela Galankis 

Mr. & Mrs. Aram Kazanjian 

Mr. Michael Kazanjian 

Mrs. Carol Keosayian 

Ms. Lisa Manookian 

Mr. & Mrs. Hrair Megerian 

Mrs. Silva Santerian 

Mrs. Lori Sarkisian 

Mr. James Tashjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Aris Topakbashian 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Williams 

 

TOTAL  $2,425.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Church  

In Your Will 
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HOVHANNES TOUMANIAN (1869-1923) was a 

poet, writer, political activist, and what one could 

argue, the heart and spirit of the Armenian people. 

Born in Dsegh, then located in the Russian Empire; 

now in the Lori Province, Armenia, he was the eldest 

of 8 children. As his father was the village priest and 

his mother, an avid storyteller, Toumanian’s 

childhood was steeped in liturgical songs, parables 

and legends of Armenian oral tradition. Influenced 

by his mother’s tales and his father’s preaching and 

singing, his imagination was fertile ground for 

creativity. This influence became an integral element 

nourishing his words on paper, inseparable from his 

spirit. He began writing at an early age, composing 

his first poem at the age of twelve. At sixteen he left 

his formal education at the Nersisyan School to 

return home and provide for his family due to his 

father’s death. Studying on his own from that point 

on, he successfully educated himself through 

intensive reading. Married by nineteen to Olga 

Matchkalyan, they had a large family of 10 children.  

 

Toumanian was a master of verse and word. Multiple drafts of some of his works show his efforts 

to achieve a simple yet effective, poetic style. He was prolific, and was adept at capturing the 

character, history, dreams and sentiments of the Armenian people in his various works. He wrote 

repeatedly about the harsh and truthful realities of Armenian life, the purpose of life and he often 

incorporated the beauty and strength of nature. He breathed such a fresh spirit into Armenian 

literature that this stage of Armenian literature is referred to as the “Toumanian phase.” The operas 

Anoush (1912) and Almast (1930) were based on his writings, as well as numerous films. “The 

poet is first and foremost the heart of his people,” he wrote, and he certainly was regarded as such 

for the Armenian people. He is considered by many to be the national poet of Armenia.  
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ՀԱՅՈՑ ԼԵՌՆԵՐՈՒՄ 

Յովհաննէս Թումանեան 

 

Մեր ճամփեն խավար, մեր ճամփեն գիշեր, 

Ու մենք անհատնում 

էն անլույս մըթնում 

Երկա՜ր դարերով գընում ենք դեպ վեր 

Հայոց լեռներում, 

Դըժար լեռներում։ 

 

Տանում ենք հընուց մեր գանձերն անգին, 

Մեր գանձերը ծով, 

Ինչ որ դարերով 

Երկնել է, ծընել մեր խորունկ հոգին 

Հայոց լեռներում, 

Բարձըր լեռներում։ 

 

Բայց քանի անգամ շեկ անապատի 

Օրդուները սև 

Իրարու ետև 

Եկա՜ն զարկեցին մեր քարվանն ազնիվ 

Հայոց լեռներում, 

Արնոտ լեռներում։ 

 

Ու մեր քարվանը շըփոթ, սոսկահար, 

Թալանված, ջարդված 

Ու հատված-հատված 

Տանում է իրեն վերքերն անհամար 

Հայոց լեռներում, 

Սուգի լեռներում։ 

 

Ու մեր աչքերը նայում են կարոտ՝ 

Հեռու աստղերին, 

Երկընքի ծերին, 

Թե ե՞րբ կըբացվի պայծառ առավոտ՝ 

Հայոց լեռներում, 

Կանաչ լեռներում։ 

 

 

In the Armenian Mountains 
by Hovhannes Toumanian 

 
 
The way was heavy and the night was dark, 
And yet we survived 
Both sorrow and gloom. 
Through the ages we go and gaze at the stark 
Steep heights of our land- 

The Armenian Highlands. 
 
We carry from old our treasure, 
Vast as the sea, 
Brought into life 
By the great soul of our people, 
In our lofty land- 

The Armenian Highlands. 
 
How many times 
The savage hordes 
From the blazing desert 
Tore and tormented 
Our caravan 

In our blood-smeared land- 
The Armenian Highlands. 
 
Yet, plundered and scattered, 
Our caravan 
Sought its way out 
From among the rocks 
Counting the scars of its countless wounds 

In our mournful land- 
The Armenian Highlands. 
 
And we gaze with dolorous, longing eyes 
At the earth in its gloom, 
At the distant stars; 
Ah, when will the dawn break at last 

Over our green 
Armenian Highlands. 

 

  

 



St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church  Summer-Fall 2021 
ê© ê²Ð²Î ºô ê© Øºêðàä Ð²Ú²êî²Üº²Úò ²è²øºÈ²Î²Ü ºÎºÔºòÆ 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 32 

 
  

 

 

 

 

YOUR AD 

CAN BE HERE 

 

 
Please Contact the Church Office 

at 610-642-4212 or 

stsahagmesrob@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stsahagmesrob@gmail.com
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Summer-fall 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
❖ November 11, 2021  Veterans Day 

❖ November 20, 2021  Feast of All Saints 

❖ November 21, 2021   Presentation of the Holy Mother-of-God to the Temple 

❖ November 25 2021  Thanksgiving Day 

❖ December 4, 2021  Annual Christmas Food Festival 

❖ December 25, 2021  Christmas Day 

❖ January 5, 2022  The Candlemas of the Nativity Armenian Christmas Eve 

 (Service during evening) 

❖ January 6, 2022  Feast of the Nativity and Theophany of Lord Divine Liturgy  

& Churorhnek 

❖ February 12, 2022  St. Sarkis the Warrior 

❖ February 14, 2022  Presentation of the Lord to the Temple 

❖ February 24, 2022  Feast of Sts. Vartanantz 

❖ February 27, 2022  Feast of Great Barekendan (Poon Paregentan) 

❖ April 10, 2022   Palm Sunday 

❖ April 17, 2022   Holy Easter 
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